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WELCOME, 


What a great sport we have! College Football! 
And we welcome you to the culmination of what has been 
one of the most remarkable and unique seasons. 


This year, more than any other, has seen thousands 
upon thousands of student-athletes, coaches and 
staff members put their hearts and souls into the 
games we've witnessed over the past four months. 
Also, we recognize the tireless work of those behind 
the scenes — the athletic trainers, team doctors and 
school administrators who created a safe and healthy 
environment for everyone involved. The college and 
university presidents, the conference commissioners 
and the CFP staff want to congratulate the two 
schools that will battle on the field tonight. These 
teams have earned our admiration and respect. 

The championship they covet germinated in October 
2011, when a group of college and university presidents, 
athletics directors and conference commissioners 
began to meet to determine how to improve on 
the Bowl Championship Series (BCS), which at that 
time determined college football’s champion. 

The group faced multiple challenges: Craft a new 
event as an element of higher education; protect the 
most compelling regular season in sports; safeguard 
the well-being of the players; preserve the rich tradition 
and experience of the bowls; and fulfill the needs and 
desires of roughly 130 institutions of higher learning. 

Beginning that October and continuing through 
June of 2012, the commissioners and presidents 
evaluated many possible formats. Finally, on June 
20, 2012, the commissioners unanimously chose 
(and the NCAA subsequently approved) a four-team 
playoff that would continue for 12 years, beginning 
with the 2014-15 academic year, with a selection 
committee choosing the participating teams. 

Which brings us to the excitement of what we 
will see on the field tonight. Few sports can match 
the passion of college football, and even fewer 
match the drama of what is about to unfold before 
us in Hard Rock Stadium here in Miami Gardens. 

We also want to congratulate and thank you — the 
fans. You play a major role in the pageantry that makes 
college football the national treasure that it is. 

Enjoy your time in Miami! 


BILL HANCOCK 


Executive Director 
College Football Playoff 
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ROLL 1 

Alabama’s DeVonta Smith makes a 
sensational one-handed catch for 

his third touchdown of the second 
quarter in a 55-17 win at LSU on 
December 5, 2020. Smith finished 
with 231 yards and three touchdowns 
on eight receptions. 
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G0 BUCKS! 

Ohio State’s Garrett Wilson hauls 
in a 42-yard touchdown reception 
to give the Buckeyes their first lead 
of the season in a 52-17 win over 
Nebraska on October 24, 2020. 
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NEWS, NOTES AND 


FUN FACTS FROM ACROSS 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


The Urange Bowl Classic has defined college football in 
south Florida for 10 decades. 


ho doesn’t love Miami? 

It’s America’s sun and fun 

capital. From Miami Beach to 
the Bayside marketplace to the Cuban 
flavor of Little Havana, this magical 
city has long been a destination for 
those seeking bright lights and white, 
sandy beaches. 

It’s also been home to amazing 
college football — due in large part 
to one of the sport’s most historic 
institutions: the Capital One Orange 
Bowl (originally known as the Orange 
Bowl Classic). The Orange Bowl 
staff has worked tirelessly for years 
as the core of the Miami 2021 Host 
Committee that helped bring tonight’s 
College Football Playoff National 
Championship to Hard Rock Stadium. 
Here’s a decade-by-decade look at 

the legacy of the Orange Bowl and how 
it’s evolved over its first 10 decades: 


1930s 

The first Orange Bowl Classic was hosted 
on January 1, 1935 in front of 5,135 fans 
who saw Bucknell defeat Miami, 26-0. The 
1930s also saw the formation of the Orange 
Bowl Committee, the first Orange Bowl 

to be broadcast on national radio and the 
construction of the Orange Bowl Stadium. 


1940s 

In the 1940s, the Orange Bowl hosted 
legendary coaches like Wallace “Wally” Butts, 
Robert Neyland and Bobby Dodd, as well 

as fabled players in Paul Christman, Frankie 
Sinkwich, Mike Holovak, Steve Van Buren, 
Frank Broyles and Tom Landry. 


1950s 

The 1950s brought 
the first televised 
Orange Bowl 

game with its first 
matchup between 
top-ranked teams 
and its first of 
many national 
championship 
games. The Orange 
Bowl hosted the national champion in both 
the 1954 and 1956 editions of its game. 
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1960s 
The first-ever primetime college football 


game took place at the Orange Bowl in 1965, 


and a “Who’s Who” of college football came 
through the Orange Bowl throughout the 
1960s with the likes of Alabama head coach 
“Bear” Bryant, Lee Roy Jordan, Joe Namath, 
and Florida’s Heisman Trophy winner, 

Steve Spurrier. 


1970s 
The Orange Bowl again saw some of the 
game’s greatest coaches on its sidelines in 


the 70’s: Bryant, Dan Devine, Ara Parseghian, 


Charlie McClendon, Bo Schembechler, 
Woody Hayes, Lou Holtz and Barry Switzer. 


1980s 

The 1980s were 
quite a display 
for the Miami 
Hurricanes, as 
Bernie Kosar’s 
performance in 
1984 and Steve 
Walsh’s wins over 
Oklahoma and 
Nebraska in 1988 
and 1989 cemented Miami's growth into a 
college football dynasty. 


1990s 

During the 1990s, the Orange Bowl set 

an all-time record by hosting five national 
championship games. Under legendary coach 
Bobby Bowden, Florida State won back- 
to-back Orange Bowls and its first national 
championship. And, in 1995, Tom Osborne 
won his first national title, leading Nebraska to 
a 24-17 victory over Miami. 


2000s 

The start of the 21st 
century saw Tom 
Brady’s Michigan 
team defeat 
Alabama, 35-34, in 
the first overtime he 
game in Orange Bowl 
history. The Orange 
Bowl Committee also 
double-hosted for the first time in 2009 with 
the Orange Bowl played a week prior to the BCS 
National Championship Game. 


2010s 

The 2010s saw the Orange Bowl's final national 
title game of the BCS era in 2013, featuring Nick 
Saban’s Crimson Tide that claimed its third 
crown in four years. The Orange Bowl welcomed 
Capital One as its title sponsor in 2014. 
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EXTRA YARD 
° TEACHERS 


2) COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 
FOUNDATION 


Tr College Football Playoff 
Foundation is the largest 
sports entity in America that 
supports education. 

The organization’s Extra Yard 
for Teachers platform works with 
its partners — 10 bowl games, 10 
conferences, Notre Dame, ESPN, 
corporate sponsors and numerous 
educational organizations — to 
uplift teachers in four major 
areas: Recognition, Resources, 
Professional Development, and 
Retention. (For a closer look at the 
Foundation and its mission, flip to 
page 62). 


Here a few numbers that 
show how college football 
is going the Extra Yard for 

Teachers: 


$38 MILLION 


Invested Nationally 


311,000 


Teachers Supported 


7 MILLION 


Students Impacted 


33,000 


Schools Benefited 


The CFP Foundation kicked 
off its annual Extra Yard 

for Teachers Week with a 
bigger impact than ever on 
September 14, 2020 — a 
one-day nationwide 
celebration in support of 
teachers called the BIG DAY. 
It was the largest single-day effort of community impact 
ever undertaken by the extended college football 
family. More than 250 universities, conferences, bowls, 
corporate partners and media joined forces, resulting 

in over $4 million in investments directly impacting 
teachers and K-12 education. Turn to page 64 to learn 
more about the BIG DAY. 


BIG 
DAY 
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cee REMEMBERING MONK MEYER 


10 


Charles R. “Monk” Meyer isn’t a household name among 
college football fans, but he deserves an honorable mention 
as the runner-up for the Heisman Trophy in 1935 (to the 
University of Chicago’s Jay Berwanger), the first year the 
trophy was awarded. 


Meyer came to West Point in 1933 as a player who could run, pass, kick and 
play defense. For two seasons — 1935 and 1936 — the "150-pound Mighty 
Mite" was the big gun of the Army attack for coach Gar Davidson. Although 
small in stature at 5-9, and looking more like the team's student manager, 
"Monk" Meyer was indeed a West Point football star. And like many other 
Army graduates, he went on to display heroism on the battlefield for his 
country. 

Meyer graduated from West Point in 1937 and led troops in the Pacific 
Theater under the overall command of GEN Douglas MacArthur during World 
War II and again in Korea, and was wounded twice. In addition, he served in 
Vietnam and was a Pearl Harbor survivor. After 30 years of military service, 
Meyer retired in 1967 as a Brigadier General. 

A recipient of the Sports Illustrated Silver Anniversary All-American Award 
in 1961, Meyer was inducted into the Lehigh Valley chapter of the National 
Football Foundation and College Football Hall of Fame in 1983. 


ARMY 


DID YOU 


KNO 


There are six colleges that have 
produced both a Heisman Trophy 
winner and a U.S. President: 


A re 


HEISMAN TROPHY U.S. PRESIDENT 
WINNER 


A 


Doc Blanchard 1945 
Glenn Davis 1946 
Pete Dawkins 1958 > 


Ulysses S. Grant 
Dwight D. Eisenhower > 


MICHIGAN 


Tom Harmon 1340 > 
Desmond Howard 1331 
Charles Woodson 1337 


Rega Gerald R. Ford 


THE LITTLE WONDER 


One of the best backs in West Point 
history, Monk Meyer was highly- 
celebrated in 1935. 
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ALL-TIME BOWL WINNING PERCENTAGES 


RANK SCHOOL WINS LOSSES TIES GAMES PCT. 
1 Utah 17 6 O 24 0.739 
Zz Ole Miss 24 13 O oy) 0.649 
3 USC 34 19 O 53 0.642 
4 Syracuse 16 9 1 26 0.635 
5 Oklahoma State 19 11 O 30 0.633 
6 Alabama 42 26 3 71 0.621 
7 Penn State 30 18 2 50 0.620 
8 Florida State 28 17 2 47 0.617 
9 Georgia 2 21 3 56 0.598 

10 Auburn 24 18 Zz 44 0.568 


Entering the Season (minimum 20 games) 


STANFORD 


da Jim Plunkett 1970 > 


eaagg Herbert Hoover 


NAVY 
4 Joe Bellino isco > 
Roger Staubach 1363 


Reged Jimmy Carter > 


Larry Kelley 1936 
Za Clint Frank 1937 > 
William Howard Taft 
Gerald R. Ford tawscuoot 
George H.W. Bush 


Bill Clinton tawscuoo. > 
George W. Bush 


PRINCETON 


Ps Dick Kazmaier 1351 > 


John F. Kennedy > 
Al James Madison 
Woodrow Wilson 


§ COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 2021 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP ia 


le 


FIRST AND GOAL 


MARIA 
TAYLOR 


An ESPN college analyst since 2014, 

Maria Taylor is a reporter for College 
GameDay Built by the Home Depot and ABC 
Saturday Night Football. Her versatility is 
also showcased on NBA Countdown, College 
Football Live, and Big Monday. 
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BY BETSY DIXON 


TAYLOR: “The resilience of the players. From week to 
week, they didn’t know if their games were going to be 
canceled. But they still practiced through it and believed 
and trusted in one another. That’s a lot to ask of 18, 19 
and 20-year-olds, and it’s just been amazing to see them 
come together all year. They wanted to play, and they did 
what was required of them to make it happen. Looking 
back, it’s a huge credit to their will and perseverance.” 


TAYLOR: “Sports has a way of bringing people together from 
all different backgrounds. And | think the players and coaches 
humanize the issue of social justice, as you see the people 
you cheer for every single Saturday and realize some of the 
hardships they go through Monday through Friday. | hope 
what comes from those conversations is finding a way to help 
create an equal playing field for players outside of their sport. 
I'm thankful to the student-athletes for really finding their 
voices and standing up for themselves. They have a goal in 
mind and want to support something galvanizing.” 


TAYLOR: “Clemson is one of them. Darien Rencher was 
instrumental in calling everyone together from different 
conferences to discuss how to play safely. Florida is 
another one that inspired me, having to battle through 
missing a few games to still get those big wins, landing 
them in the SEC championship. I’d name Notre Dame the 
most surprising, in a year competing in the ACC. They 
played amazingly well and their quarterback, lan Book, 
took the next step forward. Both surprising and inspiring 
was the way Indiana played, before losing Michael Penix. 
The team believed in their coaches and was able to upset 
Penn State. | won’t forget watching that celebration in 
the locker room, where they’re just loving on each other. 
That’s what college football is all about.” 
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TAYLOR: “Oh, it’s everything. | always say when that red 
camera light comes on, it’s like you're starting a match or 
a game. And you either perform or you don’t. You're going 
to win some, and you’re going to lose some. You really 

do have to self-assess. It’s also a team thing. We can’t 

put on College GameDay without the hundreds of people 
diligently working behind the camera. When you're part of 
a team, you don’t want to ever let them down.” 


TAYLOR: “| was just a very quiet kid and didn’t want to 
bother anyone. Ms. Van Slyke showed me it’s okay to be 
yourself, raise your hand and speak up. The confidence 
she instilled has carried me into my career as a woman in 
this industry today. Ms. Van Slyke also inspired an early 
wish to gain knowledge through reading. That’s a big part 
of why | want to research and interview players, learning 
more each week. She sparked that joy in me.” 


TAYLOR: “It’s going to be the most grateful season we’ve 
ever had. People are just going to be joyous that we have 

a schedule, preseason games and non-conference games 
again. We can celebrate the sport that is college football, 
without dread or anxiety. | think we'll return to a really 
thankful place in our sport. And I’m looking forward to that.” 
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In a season that has been unpredictable, frustrating and sometimes 
maddening, the College Football Playoff National Championship will 
offer fans one thing they can count on: 


PLENTY OF OFFENSE. 

Ohio State and Alabama have hit 
opponents all season with potent, 
balanced attacks that have spun 
scoreboards and tested even the 
most experienced statistician. 

They put unbelievable pressure 

on opposing defenses and have 
reached the precipice of the sport’s 
title with modern attacks and plenty 
of stars. Those looking for an old- 
fashioned, defense-first struggle 
should avert their eyes, because 
these teams can really score. 
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Those who have paid attention to 
college football history will remember 
ancestors of the Tide and Buckeyes 
preferring to win games 6-3, rather 
than engaging in shootouts. It was 
Woody Hayes who famously said that 
three things can happen when a team 
passes and that two of them were 
bad. His philosophy was to hold onto 
the ball and wear down teams. Bear 
Bryant wasn’t exactly a modernist 
when it came to offense, either. His 
teams ran the option and smashed 
rivals with large, angry defenders. 


Today’s generation respects its 
predecessors, but understands the 
mandates of the modern game. 
Teams that can’t score — and 
score a lot — don’t end up having 
big success. College football is 
about deploying stars in the most 
advantageous circumstances and 
forcing opposing defenses into 
situations where they must determine 
what to focus on, something 
that rarely plays out well against 
‘Bama or OSU. The offenses have 
so many options that no matter 
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what schemes defenses deploy, 
the attacks can be successful. 
“That's just the basic adage of 
football is take what the defense 
gives you, and with our offensive 
line, we have plenty of time to 
take shots down the field and hit 
the quick game stuff to our tight 
ends, receivers, running backs, 
and [Offensive Coordinator Steve 
Sarkisian] just dials it up and we make 
the plays for him,” Alabama QB Mac 
Jones said. “They make me look a lot 
better than | am. I’m not very athletic. 
| just try to get the ball to the right 
people. We have the best offense 
in the country in our mind, but we 
have to prove that every week.” 
Alabama did that throughout the 
season, rolling up 48.2 ppg to set 
a school scoring record. The Tide 
scored 50 or more points six times 
during the season. It’s a measure 
of how outstanding its offense has 
been that by amassing 437 yards 
in the 31-14 win over Notre Dame 
in the Playoff Semifinal, Alabama 
actually saw its season average 
in that category drop. There were 
those concerned that the 31 points 
was an indication that perhaps 
the Crimson Tide was vulnerable 
offensively. Part of the “problem” was 
that Notre Dame employed its usual 
strategy of ball control and had a 
7:26 edge in time of possession. So, 
for Alabama to score 31 in just over 
26 minutes with the ball shows just 
how dangerous this offense can be. 
“Their skill players showed up 
today, as they have all year, and 
made it difficult for us,” Notre 
Dame coach Brian Kelly said. “They 
made some dynamic plays.” 
When Alabama head coach Nick 
Saban took over in Tuscaloosa, 
his focus was similar to how Kelly 
prefers his Irish to play. He wanted 
to run the ball and play sound 
defense to produce a grinding 
effect on opponents who simply 
wouldn't be able to handle the 
consistent pressure. But as college 
football became more the province 
of spread attacks that could 
outflank even the most ferocious 
defenses, Saban realized he had 
to change or lose his spot at the 
top of the sport’s hierarchy. This 


GAME NOTES 


Alabama’s offensive line led the Crimson Tide to new offensive heights. 


season’s Crimson Tide is the most 
overpowering example yet of 
Saban’s retrenching. Alabama can 
still make trouble for rivals with its 
defense, but it now can overwhelm 
even the most potent enemy attack 
by simply scoring more points. 

That became evident quickly 
during the 2020 season, when 
Alabama piled up 52 points against a 
strong Texas A&M team in the second 
week of the season. That was the only 
regular-season loss for the Aggies, 
who finished the regular season 
ranked fifth in the CFP rankings. But 
Texas A&M was unable to handle the 
hydra-like Alabama attack, which 
simply had too many talented players 
to handle. The Tide followed that up 
with a 63-point binge against Ole 
Miss in week three. Alabama had a 
whopping 723 yards of total offense, 
and it didn’t matter that the Rebels 
put up 647 and 48 points. There 
was nobody in the SEC capable of 
winning a shootout with the Tide. 

The rest of the season went 
the same way. Until the Playoff 
Semifinal win over Notre Dame, 
Alabama didn’t score fewer than 
Al points in a game, and in the SEC 


championship tilt, it ripped Florida 
for 52. Defensive purists may have 
blanched that the Tide surrendered 
46 points, but the name of this game 
is now scoring, and the Tide can do 
it better than just about everybody. 
Credit Jones with keeping that 
machine humming. He is wise to 
credit Sarkisian with creating an 
attack that is unstoppable. But 
the senior waited patiently for his 
turn to lead the Tide, and he had a 
remarkable season. Jones enters the 
title game with 4,036 yards passing, 
36 touchdown passes and just four 
interceptions. His favorite target has 
been wideout DeVonta Smith, who 
has averaged 15.6 yards on his 105 
catches and scored 20 TDs, including 
three against the Fighting Irish. And 
then there is running back Najee 
Harris (1,387 yards, 6.1 average, 24 
TDs), whose hurdling of an Notre 
Dame defender in the Rose Bowl 
Game may be the play of the year. 
The Tide attack is powered 
by an offensive line that includes 
standout tackle Alex Leatherwood 
and excellent guard Deonte Brown. 
And lest you think Alabama is 
only about offense, remember 
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that junior linebacker Will Anderson has 7.0 sacks — tops in the SEC — 
and junior linebacker Christopher Allen has 12 tackles for loss. Teams 
that want to pass the ball against Alabama must be wary of cornerback 
and Rose Bowl Defensive Player of the Game Patrick Surtain II, as well 
as freshman corner Malachi Moore, who has three picks on the year. 

Ohio State will definitely pay close attention to the substantial talent on 
the Alabama roster, but there is plenty of reason for the Tide to be wary of 
OSU. The Buckeyes endured a surreal season that began with the Big Ten’s 
announcing that its members would not be playing football in 2020. OSU 
was one of the primary supporters of the conference's rethinking that stance, 
and as we see now, it was for good reason. Even though some wondered how 
good the team was after it played just six games before its Playoff Semifinal 
roasting of Clemson, Ohio State proved that it was indeed outstanding. 

“Everything we’ve been through this year to come out and play the way 
we played, I’m not sure what to say about this group,” Ohio State coach Ryan 
Day said after the game. “It’s been an emotional season. To win and with a 
chance to play Clemson, then win the way we did, it was unbelievable.” 

Some wondered whether the Buckeyes were formidable enough 
to hang with the Tigers after their 22-10 Big Ten title game win over 
Northwestern, during which OSU did not look overwhelming — but was 
also missing several key players, due to COVID-19 protocols. But Ohio State 
showed it had plenty of firepower in the Sugar Bowl by ripping Clemson, 
49-28. How good is the Buckeye attack? Consider that 12 members of 
the offense received all-Big Ten mention of some sort, beginning with 
conference Player of the Year Justin Fields, the Ohio State quarterback. 

Fields was strong throughout the season, but he was otherworldly versus 
Clemson, throwing for 385 yards and six touchdowns, despite playing with 
extremely painful ribs as the result of a second-quarter hit he absorbed. 

“This just shows that anything is possible,” Fields said after the win. 

The possibilities seemed endless for Buckeye running back Trey Sermon, 
who rushed for 193 yards and caught four passes for 61 more in the Playoff 
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Today's generation 
respects Its 
predecessors but 
understands the 
mandates of the 
modern game. 
Teams that cant 
score — and score 
alot - dont end up 
having big success. 
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GAME NOTES 


Semifinal win. What’s even more 
impressive about the OSU offensive 
performance against Clemson was 
that the team was without second- 
team all-Big Ten running back Master 
Teague and third-teamer Harry Miller, 
a guard. But wideout Chris Olave was 
back after missing the Northwestern 
game, and he and Garrett Wilson 
give Fields tremendous targets who 
will stress the Alabama secondary. 
And Miller isn’t the only standout 
on the line. Guard Wyatt Davis was 
the league’s Lineman of the Year, 
while center Josh Myers and tackle 
Thayer Munford were first-teamers. 
Jones has been a revelatory passer 
for the Tide this season, but he’ll have 
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It just shows that even in todays wild 
world of college football, there is still 
some good defense being played. 
But a lot more great offense. 


to worry about OSU junior cornerback 
Shaun Wade, the Big Ten Defensive 
Player of the Year, along with standout 
linebacker Pete Werner and dangerous 
defensive linemen Zach Harrison 

and Tommy Togiai. Sure standout 
Clemson QB Trevor Lawrence threw 


for 400 yards against the Buckeyes, 
but OSU limited the potent Clemson 
rushing attack to just 44 yards. 

It just shows that even in today’s 
wild world of college football, there is 
still some good defense being played. 

But a lot more great offense. 
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CROWNING A 


NATIONAL 
CHAMPION 


It's been a winding championship road to 
to determine the nations best. 


BY MICHAEL BRADLEY 


somee2nL997, Bump Elliott had a much 


c4 


different outlook on the importance of 
an undisputed national champion than 
others did. 


As a player fifty years earlier, his Michigan team had been 
ranked number one by an unprecedented Associated Press poll 
conducted after the Wolverines blitzed USC in the Rose Bowl 
Game, 49-0. In the rankings released at the end of the regular 
season — the AP’s traditional final release date — Frank Leahy’s 


Notre Dame squad had claimed the laurels. As one might 
expect, there was plenty of debate and discord among fans. 


The players, however, weren’t so 
upset, as Elliott related during a 
Chicago Tribune interview a half- 
century later. 


“Obviously, we wanted to be No. 1,” 


Elliott said. “But | don’t think there’s 
anything wrong with two schools 
claiming No. 1. | think that’s good for 
college football.” 

Elliott’s sentiments seem alien in 
today’s college football climate, when 
the College Football Playoff provides 
fans with a no-questions-asked 
national champion. During its six-plus 
years of existence, the CFP has given 
fans what they long clamored for: a 
definitive end to the season, with a 
number one team determined on the 
field in a decisive fashion. There are 
no arguments, no votes or opinions. 

Just a winner. 


LAYING THE 
GROUNDWORK 


Even the most rabid fans probably 
are not familiar with Parke H. Davis 
and the role he played in college 
football history. A star player at 
Princeton, Davis coached Wisconsin, 
Amherst and Lafayette, served on 
the sport’s rules committee and, in 
1933 — disgusted by the so-called 
“experts” trying to sort out the 
nation’s best — ranked the top teams 
from football’s 1869 origins to that 
point. Unlike many of those who 
would (and still do) sort the schools 
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by using mathematical formulas and 
statistical analysis, Davis, who was 
considered by most the preeminent 
football historian of the time, merely 
compared teams and their schedules 
and declared his champions. 

Others, including Richard 
Billingsley and Carroll “Deke” Houlgate, 
performed similar, retroactive 
championship assessments. Until 
then, the only thing that had 
qualified — somewhat loosely — 
as a title determination was a 
“championship game” played 
every Thanksgiving during the late 
19th century. The 
two participants 
were chosen at the 
beginning of the 
season, based on 
their previous years’ 
performances, a 
somewhat odd 
practice. But the 
games attracted 
significant attention. 
In 1893, Princeton 
and Yale squared off 
at New York’s Polo 
Grounds in front of 50,000 fans. 

In his book, “The Opening Kickoff: 
The Tumultuous Birth of a Football 
Nation,” Big Ten Network anchor 
Dave Revsine described the frenetic 
scene surrounding the game and also 
noted that the teams participating in 
the game were always from the East, 
which considered any other area of 


the country’s version of the sport 
vastly inferior. 

“In that time, the East was looking 
down its nose at the rest of the 
college football world,” Revsine 
says. “Michigan played Harvard 
in 1895, and the Boston Herald 
described the Michigan players 
as ‘crude blacksmiths, miners and 
backwoodsmen.’” 

The retroactive crowning of 
champs had a similar Eastern bias. 
Davis didn’t name a team west 
of Philadelphia number one until 
1902, when Michigan shared the 
laurels with Yale. The 
next non-lvy to be 
so honored was the 
University of Chicago 
in 1913. Houlgate was 
a little more generous 
with the Midwestern 
crowd, awarding the 
Wolverines a piece of 
the title in 1901. 

In addition 
to Houlgate and 
Billingsley, the Helms 
Athletic Foundation 
and the National Championship 
Foundation have designated title 
winners — after the fact — during the 
sport's first half-century. Houlgate 
was actively choosing number one 
teams in 1936, when the Associated 
Press published its first top-20 poll, 
something that would bring some 
order to the entire process. 


THE SKYWALKER SAGA. 
‘\\e | 


LS il 


\ 
m/ 
. 
a . 


SPRING 2021 


Visit esrb.org for x x (| 
pe sistas Na a 9 0 GAMES ()XBOXSERIESS ()XBOXONE BPers|era Ww PE 


ESRB Q © 2021 The LEGO Group. STAR WARS © &™ Lucasfilm Ltd. ™ & © WBEI. (s21) 


26 


TO THE POLLS 


In 1935, the AP national sports 
editor Alan J. Gould declared 
that Minnesota, Princeton and 
Southern Methodist were tri-national 
champions. This outraged Gophers 
fans, who thought their side was vastly 
superior to the other two squads. Cy 
Sherman, a sportswriter in Nebraska, 
suggested Gould institute a poll, 
rather than determine the number 
one teams himself. So, in 1936, Gould 
began surveying sports editors of 
newspapers around the country and 
publishing the results. On October 
19, the first AP rankings debuted 
with Minnesota on top. The Gophers 
were number one in the final poll, 
which was published before the bowl 
games were played. Over the next 
several decades, the AP poll and the 
the United Press (later United Press 
International) version, which began 
in 1950, became primary arbiters of 
college football supremacy. 

Later, Gould admitted that the AP 
rankings weren't as purely devoted to 
choosing a number one team as some 
might have thought. 

“It was a case of thinking up ideas 
to develop interest and controversy,” 
he said. “Papers wanted material to 
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fill soace between games. That’s all | 
had in mind, something to keep the 
pot boiling. Sports was then living off 
controversy, opinion, whatever. This 
was just another exercise in hoopla.” 
The excitement built over the 

years as the AP and UP! (which 

polled coaches) ranked teams, chose 
champions and spawned debate. In 


The first steps in that direction 
came in 1992, with the Bowl Coalition, 
an agreement designed to pit the 
two best teams in the nation against 
each other. However, since the Big 
Ten and Pac-10 Conferences did not 
participate due to contractual and 
historical ties to the Rose Bowl Game, 
it was an incomplete solution. So was 


“It was a case of thinking up ideas to 
develop interest and controversy. 
Papers wanted material to fill space 
between games. That's all I had in mind, 
something to keep the pot boiling. 


1968, the AP decided to conduct its 
final poll after the bowl games, for 
the first time in its history, and the 
UPI followed suit in ‘74. There were 
eight seasons from 1936-92 when the 
two wire services disagreed on the 
number one team. Some fans enjoyed 
the chaos. But many believed it was 
time to stop choosing a champion by 
election. 


the Bowl Alliance, which ran from 
1995-97 and which produced the split 
1997 championship between Michigan 
(which won the Rose Bowl Game) and 
Nebraska, the Coalition champ. 

A better system emerged in 1998 
when the Bowl Championship Series 
debuted. A compromise designed to 
preserve the bowl system, it featured 
all of the major bowls, including the 
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Rose. The BCS lasted 16 years. It 
wasn’t perfect, since choosing only 
two schools as the “best” meant some 
other programs with claims to the 
top were left out. But many of the 16 
championship matchups featured the 
best squads. 

At first, the title tilt rotated among 
four bowls — Rose, Orange, Sugar, 
Fiesta — with the other three hosting 
top squads from around the nation, 
while also preserving historic tie-ins 
with their conferences. For the 2006 
season, the BCS added a stand-alone 
championship game. On January 6, 
2014, the BCS took its final bow, when 
Florida State overcame Auburn, 34- 
31. College football’s championship 
chase would be changing. 

For the better. 


LET'S SETTLE THIS 
ON THE FIELD 


For decades, it seemed as if 
arguing about which team was the 
best in the country was almost as fun 
for college football fans as cheering 
on their favorite teams. 

In 2014, that all ended. College 
football finally had a playoff, and there 
would be no more debate over who 
was number one. The four teams in 
the annual competition are chosen 
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by a13-person selection committee 
charged with making sure the best 
schools have the chance at the sport's 
ultimate prize. The reception has been 
enthusiastic across the nation. CFP 
Executive Director Bill 
Hancock knows that. 
“In any type of 
competition, people 
want to know who 
won,” Hancock 
said. “Who was the 
best. That is what 
competition is all 
about. For more than 
90 years, college 
football relied on a 
series of polls to rank 
the teams instead of 
determining a champion on the field, 
leaving no one truly satisfied. With the 
evolution of first the Bowl Coalition, 
then the Bowl Alliance, then the Bowl 
Championship Series and now the 
College Football Playoff, we have 
found the right way to let the teams 
decide the championship on the field. 
“Every year we wonder how 
college football could possibly get 
better, and yet it just keeps doing 
so. This game is thriving more now 
than ever before, which is a strong 
sign that the combination of the 
meaningful regular season and the 


ability to determine a single true 
champion at the end of the year was 
important to the game.” 

The first year featured Playoff 
Semifinal matchups between Oregon 
and Florida State 
and Ohio State and 
Alabama. In the title 
game at AT&T Stadium, 
the Buckeyes subdued 
the Ducks, 42-20, for 
its first CFP national 
championship. Since 
that time, Alabama 
(2015, 2017) and 
Clemson (2016, 2018) 
have each won a pair 
of crowns, while LSU 
capped a perfect 15-O 
season last year with a 42-25 win over 
Clemson in the finale. 

As the College Football Playoff 
completes its seventh season, its role 
as college football’s ultimate arbiter is 
entrenched. The sport has come light 
years from its early days, when after- 
the-fact studies yielded “champions,” 
and has brought things beyond the 
bowls-and-polls system that created 
interest but also some controversy. 
Whenever people want to know who's 
the best now, they only have to do 
one thing: 

Just wait until the Last Game. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


sy CHRONOLOGY 


OcT4 NOV 14 

With the fourth Bowl Championship The Presidential Oversight Committee members 
Series (BCS) four-year term set to addressed the matter further in their in-person 
conclude after the 2013-14 season, meeting in Denver. 

the commissioners began creating 


a process for considering possible 
formats for the future. 


D uring the winter and spring, the commissioners seins 


At a meeting in Hollywood, Florida, the commissioners 
took both an eight-team and a 16-team playoff off the 
table. They prepared a small number of four-team options 
for discussion in the conference meetings to be held 

in May. They discussed in detail the advantages and 
disadvantages of various ways to rank or qualify teams. 


and presidents spent countless hours 

evaluating the many pros and cons of 
numerous possible formats. These formats ranged 
from returning to the old bowl system with no 
attempt to match the top two teams, to continuing 
the BCS, to creating a multi-team tournament. 


JUN 12-13 JUN 20 
The commissioners met in Meeting in the 
Chicago to report on the Sullivan Room at the 
consensus regarding the InterContinental hotel 
1 playoff that was developed in downtown Chicago, 
> during their recent the commissioners 
3 conference meetings. voted unanimously to 
z recommend a four- 


team playoff for 12 years 
beginning in 2014-15, with 
a selection committee 
choosing the participating 
JAN 10 - MAR 26 teams. 

The commissioners met in person January 10 in New 

Orleans, February 21-22 and March 26 in Dallas and 

several times by teleconference. They affirmed a 

commitment to protect college football’s regular 

season, the best in sports, and to preserve the bowl 

tradition and the bowl experience for students. Further, 

they focused on the realities of the academic calendar 

and options related to where the games should be 

played. They self-imposed a deadline of the summer 

of 2012 to decide what changes to propose to the 

presidents. 
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NOV 12 

In a Denver meeting, the presidents and chancellors unanimously approved 
the format that called for a stand-alone championship game and semifinals 

rotating evenly through three contract bowls and three other bowls over the 
12 years. The group also took the following actions: 


+ Adopted a revenue-distribution plan and agreed to review it after four 
years to determine whether the allocations should be revised; 


+ Agreed that the academic pool would be distributed through the 
conferences or processed directly to the independent institutions; 


+ Guaranteed a spot in one of the six bowls to the highest-ranked champion 
from the Big East (later became the American Athletic), Conference USA, 
Mid-American, Mountain West and Sun Belt conferences, as determined 
by the selection committee, when such champion does not qualify to play 
in one of the semifinals; 

+ Confirmed that the media rights would cover 12 championship games, 24 
semifinals and 24 host bowls; 


+ Supported the concept of not having a title sponsor for the championship game; 

+ Decided that the Rose and Sugar Bowls would host semifinals in the same 
year; Orange Bowl and Host 1 in the same year; and Host 2 and Host 3 in the 
same year. 

+ Agreed that the champion of a contract-bowl conference that is displaced 
by the semifinals will play in one of the host bowls; 


+ Voted to create a limited liability corporation (LLC) to manage the event, 
with the presidents and chancellors serving as the Board of Managers. 


JUN 26 

Meeting at the Dupont Circle Hotel in Washington, 
D.C., the BCS Presidential Oversight Committee 
members voted unanimously to submit legislation 
to the NCAA Board of Directors that would allow 
two institutions to participate in two post-season 
games each year—thereby officially creating the 
playoff. The presidential group adopted the format 
and policies that had been recommended by the 
commissioners June 20. The NCAA would approve the proposal in August. 


The presidents and chancellors also endorsed (1) rotating the semifinal games 
among six bowls and playing the championship game at neutral sites under 

the management of the conferences and (2) creating a selection committee 

that would rank the teams to play, giving all the teams an equal opportunity to 
participate. Among the factors the committee would be instructed to value were 
win-loss record, strength of schedule, head-to-head results, and whether a team 
is a conference champion. 


The presidents’ group also decided to (1) play the semifinals New Year’s Eve 
or New Year’s Day; (2) create “Championship Monday” by setting the date 

of the championship game on the first Monday in January that is six or more 
days after the semifinal games; (3) establish the new format to cover a 12- 
year term, from the 2014-2015 season through the 2025-2026 season; (4) 
distribute revenue from the playoff according to a formula that (a) rewards 
conferences for success on the field, (b) accommodates teams’ expenses, 
(c) acknowledges marketplace factors, (d) rewards academic performance of 
student-athletes; and (e) eliminates the “automatic qualification” designation. 


POLLEGE 
LAYOFF 


NOV 14 

The Presidential Oversight Committee 
named Bill Hancock Executive 
Director. Hancock had been Executive 
Director of the BCS for three years. 
He had become BCS administrator in 
October 2005. 


NOV 21 

The group and ESPN reached an 
agreement in principle for ESPN 

to present the games for 12 years 
on an exclusive basis across its 
platforms. The agreement included 
the national championship game 
and semifinals as well as other bowl 
games that would be a part of the 
rotation to host the semifinals. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


NOLOGY 


2013 JAN 14 MAR 13 
| Hancock and CFP Administration, LLC, a limited liability company, was 


Kelly opened organized to manage the administrative operation of the 
JAN 8 a temporary College Football Playoff. Under its operating agreement, 
During a meeting in Miami, the headquarters in members of the company were the 10 Football Bowl 
commissioners unanimously agreed the Conference — Subdivision conferences and Notre Dame. The company 
that the new event would launch with USA suite of would be governed by a board of managers, consisting 
semifinals January 1, 2015, inthe Rose offices at5201N. _ of a university president or chancellor nominated by each 
and Sugar Bowls. The group also O'Connor Blvd. in’ member. Day-to-day operations of the company were to be 
agreed that the Orange Bowl and a Irving, Texas. managed by a management committee, consisting of the 
yet-to-be-named bowl would host the FBS commissioners and Notre Dame athletics director. 
semifinal games in the second year. 
The hosts in the third year were also 
yet to be named. 
FEB7 APR 23 MAY 7 
The management The name “College Football Playoff” Vote for the New Playoff Logo! The board agreed 
committee was adopted for the new event and | SSRN to locate the 
unanimously was announced at a news conference ii = LAYORE <% headquarters for 
agreed to in Pasadena. Also, the group invited sistent’ | \impeaiad pozaes CFP Administration 
implement a fans to choose the logo through an a — =< marere LLC in Irving, 
philanthropic online voting process. Texas, at 545 East 
program when John Carpenter 


15 Freeway, in The 
Summit building. 


the new structure APR 24 Ae 
begins. It also Cowboys Stadium in Arlington, Texas, was named to host the 


decided that first national championship game of the new era. Also, the NaTIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP = The office would 
open August 5. 


thanewravent Fiesta Bowl, Cotton Bowl and Chick- ena 


warranted anew _ fil-A Bowl were selected to be part 

trophy. of the semifinal host rotation. The f= Sf => 
management committee established 
the following semifinal rotation: year 1 
- Rose and Sugar; year 2 - Orange and 
Cotton; year 3 - Chick-fil-A and Fiesta. 
Also, it was agreed that, for the sake 
of consistency, the name of a bowl 
participating in the arrangement should include specific wording, either traditional 
or descriptive of the local culture, in addition to the title soonsor’s name. 


APR 25 

The management committee formulated plans for the selection committee, 
including, (1) it would be comprised of no more than 18 members; (2) each 
conference would be invited to nominate prospective members; (3) the 
management committee would choose the members and their terms, and 
also the chair; (4) committee members would not receive honoraria but would 
receive expense reimbursement; (5) members would serve three-year terms, 
with selected individuals’ terms being two or four years initially until a rotation 
were achieved; and (6) members would not be eligible for re-election after 
their terms expire. 


APR 29 = 
Some 101,670 fans participating in an online ballot chose = 
the “gold football” logo. It received 38 percent of the vote, a 
; NATIONAL 
compared with 25 percent, 24 percent and 13 percent for CHAMPIONSHIP 


the other three candidates. 


JUN 18 

The management committee 
decided several matters related to 
the selection committee, including: 
(1) members would fall into one of 
five classifications, including sitting 
athletics directors, and persons with 
experience as coaches, student- 
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athletes, administrators and journalists; (2) persons currently working for 
media agencies, or serving as commentators in any media, are not eligible to 
serve; (3) five slots would go to athletics directors from the ACC, Big Ten, Big 
12, SEC and Pac-12; (4) each nominee for the committee must be approved 
by unanimous consent of the management committee; and (5) committee 
members would not be expected to attend games in person and the CFP 
would not reimburse expenses for those who do attend games. 


ee —“CrrtC~*~*~*~*~~””OOOOOCO™OCO~OSO~O~:~:”w:S 


OCT 16 


Membership of the first selection committee was announced. The 13 members were 
Barry Alvarez, athletics director, Wisconsin; Mike Gould, former superintendent, 

Air Force Academy; Pat Haden, athletics director, Southern California; Tom 
Jernstedt, former NCAA executive vice president; Jeff Long (chair), vice chancellor 
and athletics director, Arkansas; Oliver Luck, athletics director, West Virginia; 
Archie Manning, former student-athlete, Mississippi; Tom Osborne, former 
athletics director and coach, Nebraska; Dan Radakovich, athletics director, 
Clemson; Condoleezza Rice, former provost, Stanford; Mike Tranghese, former 
commissioner, Big East conference; Steve Wieberg, former journalist, USA Today; 
Tyrone Willingham, former head coach, Stanford, Notre Dame and Washington. 


JAN 13 
Applications for the 
first College Football 
Playoff random ticket drawing were 
being accepted. Fans could apply for 
tickets to attend the championship 
game January 12, 2015. 


NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


NORTH TEXAS 2015 


APR30O 

It was determined the selection 
committee would compile rankings 
seven times during the season, 
including selection Sunday, and to 
be announced Tuesday evenings 
beginning October 28. 


MAY 1 

The group formally launched 
its philanthropic initiative, 
Extra Yard for Teachers, to 
honor and support teachers nationally 
and in the communities that host 

the College Football Playoff national 
championship. Ticket prices for the 2015 
national championship were adopted: 
club seating, $650; general, $450; 
student, $200; standing-room-only, $200. 


Q 


EXTRA YARD 
STEACHERS 


OCT 28 

The selection 
committee 
convened at the 
Gaylord Hotel in 
Grapevine, Texas, 
and issued its 
first rankings. 


OcTs 

The CFP held 
mock selection 
exercises with 
representatives 
of the media 
including ESPN. 


NOV 10 

The board 

of managers 
authorized 
creation of the 
CFP Foundation. 


S 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 
FOUNDATION 


NOV 11 

The selection committee met for the 
first time, at the Marriott Wardman 
Park in Washington, D.C. The 
members reviewed the proposed 
protocol and conducted an exercise 
on assigning teams to bowIl sites. 


DEC 16 i 
Arizona and = 
Tampa Bay 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
were named ARIZONA 
to host the 


College Football 
Playoff national 
championship 
games in 2016 
and 2017. 


a017 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
TAMPA BAY 


JUL 14 

The new 
College Football 
Playoff National 
Championship 
trophy was 
unveiled. 
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JAN 1 

In the first CFP semifinals, Oregon 
defeated Florida State and Ohio 
State defeated Alabama. 


JAN 6 

The management committee and 
Board of Managers agreed to defray 
costs for student-athletes’ parents or 
guardians to travel to the site of the 
CFP National Championship. 


JAN 12 

Ohio State 
defeated 
Oregon in 

the first CFP 
National 
Championship 
at AT&T Stadium 
in Arlington, 
Texas. 


Alabama defeated Clemson, 45-40 
in Glendale, Arizona in the 2016 
CFP National Championship. C. Max 
Nikias, president of the University 
of Southern California, was named 
chair of the board of managers. 


JAN 21 


FEB9 

Texas Tech athletics director Kirby 
Hocutt was named to the selection 
committee, replacing Oliver Luck 
who had taken a position in the 
NCAA national office. 


MAR 27 

Former Vanderbilt 
coach Bobby 
Johnson was 
named to 

the selection 
committee, 
replacing Archie 
Manning who had 
stepped down. 


Jeff Bower, Lloyd Carr, Herb Deromedi and Rob 
Mullens were appointed to the selection committee. 


JAN 28 


Kirby Hocutt was named chair of the selection 


committee. 
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SBy SPORTS EVENT 
SBD OF THE YEAR 
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acre 


MAY 20 

The Sports Business Journal named 
the College Football Playoff its “event 
of the year.” 


JUN 16 

Noting that the Army-Navy game 
would be played six days after the 

CFP selection day, the management 
committee unanimously agreed that, 

if the Army-Navy result may affect 
Army’s or Navy’s placement or seeding 
in a semifinal game or one of the other 
bowls that the committee would fill, the 
pairings for selected games involving 
Army or Navy only may be delayed so 
the committee can consider the result 
of the Army-Navy game. 


JUL 28 

The management committee 
moved the semifinal games in 
years 5, 6, 11 and 12 of the CFP 
rotation to Saturdays. With the 
adjustment, all semifinal games 
through 2026 would be played on 
Saturdays or holidays. 


JUL 16 
Britton Banowsky was named Executive Director of the 
CFP Foundation. 


JUL30 

In light of a new NCAA policy allowing it, the management 
committee and board of managers unanimously agreed to 
defray costs for student-athletes’ parents or guardians to 
travel to the sites of the CFP semifinal games in addition 
to the championship game. 


JAN 9 
Clemson beats Alabama, 35-31 in 


Tampa in the 2017 CFP National 
Championship. 


JAN 17 

Frank Beamer, Chris Howard and 
Gene Smith were appointed to 
the selection committee. 


JUL 17 
Andrea Williams became the CFP’s chief operating officer after 
Michael Kelly was named athletics director at the University of 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF CHRONOLOGY 


NOV 4 
CFP selected Atlanta; Santa Clara, Calif.; and New 
Orleans to host the championship games in 2018, 2019, 


and 2020. 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
ATLANTA BAY AREA NEW ORLEANS 


NOV 10 

South Florida, Indianapolis, Los 
Angeles and Houston were chosen 
to host the championship games in 
2021, 2022, 2023 and 2024. 


a0al 
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MIAMI 


LOH LE Hepag 


South Florida. 


JAN 8 

Alabama defeated Georgia in OT, 
26-23 in Atlanta in the 2018 CFP 
National Championship. 


JAN 17 

The management committee 
named Rob Mullens chair of the 
selection committee. Paola Boivin, 
Joe Castiglione, Ken Hatfield, 
Ronnie Lott, Todd Stansbury and 
Scott Stricklin were also appointed. 


AUG 16 

The board 

of managers 
unanimously 
elected 
Mississippi 
State University 
President Mark 
Keenum as its 
chair. 
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APR 25 

The CFP Foundation 

board supported the 

concept of a new 
JAN7 v initiative, “Go Teach,” 
Clemson defeated Ll 9 ~ to encourage student- 
Alabama, 44-16 . a sel athletes to enter the 
in Santa Clara, : » teaching field when they 
California in the ‘ graduate from college. 
2019 CFP National ¥ 


Championship. 


FEB9 

The management committee 
JAN 16 appointed University of lowa 
Terry Mohajir, Ray Odierno and athletics director Gary Barta 
R. C. Slocum were named to the to the selection committee, 
selection committee. replacing Gene Smith, who 

stepped down. 


AUG 5 

The College Football Playoff Management 
Committee moved selection weekend 

from December 4-6 to December 18-20 

after a number of conferences moved their 
championship games to December 12 and 18-19. 
In addition, the committee reduced bowl game 
travel for the Playoff Semifinals and national 
championship game to three days. The other 
New Year’s Six bowls adopted a similar schedule 
for the 2020-21 bowl season. 


JAN 13 

LSU defeated 
Clemson, 42-25 

in New Orleans, 
Louisiana in the 
2020 CFP National 
Championship. 


JAN 22 AUG 13 

The management committee CFP executive director Bill Hancock 
named Gary Barta chairman of the announced that one additional 
selection committee. Tom Burman, year had been added to the term of 
Rick George and John Urschel Paola Boivin’s service. Boivin was 
were appointed to serve on the originally scheduled to rotate off the 
committee. committee following the 2021 national 


championship game. 
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Pain Relieving 
Gel-Patch 


SORE SHOULDER 


JOINT PAIN 
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protecting 
you has 
no offseason 


Get covered with Allstate. 
You're in good hands’. 


Allstate. 


2020 Allstate Insurance Company, 2775 Sanders Road, Northbrook, IL 60062. 
arks are registered trademarks of their respective owners 


Steel Core 
Handcr 


yy Gold Brackets 


The trophy and the base are two 
integral but separate pieces, 
so the trophy may be lifted up 
independently when it is awarded 
at the championship game 


Trophy Design 
Features a focused football 
at the center of the base that 
rises to form a football 


Trophy Height 


P65 | 
INCHES 


Handmade from 24k gold, i { 
bronze and stainless steel if 


Crafted By 
POLICH TALLIX 
ART FOUNDRY 


Three-month process of 
combining cutting-edge 
technologies and finishing 
techniques 


Saris Total Weight Base Height KY 4 


ee le | 


- POUNDS oMittie | INCHES 
Formed from bronze with a 
hand-rubbed black patina finish 
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my GOVERNANCE 


THE COMPANY | 


CFP Administration, LLC, manages the administrative operations of the College Football Playoff. 
Members of the company are the 10 FBS conferences and the University of Notre Dame. 


CFP BOARD OF MANAGERS 


The company’s business, property and affairs are governed by the board of managers. 

The board develops, reviews and approves annual budgets, policies and operating guidelines. 
It also appoints and removes officers of the company. It has authority over all aspects of the 
company’s operations. 


ERIC BARRON RODNEY BENNETT JOE CASTRO GORDON GEE 


President, Penn State President, Southern Mississippi President, Fresno State President, West Virginia 
Big Ten Conference Conference USA Mountain West Conference Big 12 Conference 


JACK HAWKINS REV. JOHN JENKINS MARK KEENUM KIRK SCHULZ 
President, Troy University of Notre Dame President, Mississippi State | President, Washington State 
Sun Belt Conference President Southeastern Conference Pacific-12 Conference 


JOHN THRASHER SATISH TRIPATHI R. GERALD TURNER 


President, Florida State President, Buffalo President, SMU 
Atlantic Coast Conference Mid-American Conference American Athletic Conference 


GOVERNANCE 


CFP MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 


The management committee manages the day-to-day operations of the company. It has 
authority over those aspects of the company’s operations that are not reserved exclusively for 
the board, but all of its decisions are subject to review by the board. 
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MIKE ARESCO BOB BOWLSBY KEITH GILL JUDY MACLEOD 
Commissioner Commissioner Commissioner Commissioner 
American Athletic Conference Big 12 Conference Sun Belt Conference Conference USA 


GREG SANKEY LARRY SCOTT JON STEINBRECHER JACK SWARBRICK 
Commissioner Commissioner Commissioner Director of Athletics 
Southeastern Conference Pacific-12 Conference Mid-American Conference University of Notre Dame 


JOHN SWOFFORD CRAIG THOMPSON KEVIN WARREN 
Commissioner Commissioner Commissioner 
Atlantic Coast Conference Mountain West Conference Big Ten Conference 
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GREETINGS, 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL FANS! 


s we come to the end of 
a unique and challenging 
year for college football, 


we all look forward to a 
champion being crowned on 
the field at the College Football 
Playoff National Championship. 
Despite unusual circumstances, 
fans all over the country 
remain extremely passionate 
about this great game. 

During the last year, it 
has truly been an honor to 
serve as chair of the College 
Football Playoff Selection 
Committee. Football has 
been a part of my life for as 
long as | can remember. | 
grew up playing the game 
and was fortunate enough 
to continue that experience 
through my college years at North Dakota State Univeristy. My role on the 
Selection Committee the past two years has given me the opportunity 
to give back to the game | love in some small way through the CFP. 

| want to thank all the committee members with whom | have been 
honored to serve. Their diligence and commitment to thoughtful 
deliberation and study of each team every week continues to ensure the 
integrity and quality of the CFP process. The dedication of those who 
serve on the committee is unwavering, and the tremendous staff at the 
CFP work tirelessly throughout the year to ensure that the College Football 
Playoff is a first-class and memorable event for the teams and fans. 

For the student-athletes, coaches, and staffs participating in this 
championship game, our goal is for you to create lifelong memories 
during your CFP experience. We know the hard work and dedication that 
went into reaching this moment, especially in the face of the difficult 
circumstances surrounding 2020. We wish you success in competition 
and, more importantly, in your life journey well into the future. 

Thank you all for an amazing first seven years of the 
College Football Playoff. We look forward to kicking off 2021 
with the best national championship game so far! 


id 


GARY BARTA 
Selection Committee Chair 
College Football Playoff 
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CAREER HIGHLIGHTS 


+ Guided lowa Athletics to 
four Big Ten championships 
in 2018-19; 2020 saw the 
field hockey team win 
both the regular season 
and tournament while 
advancing to the NCAA Elite 
Eight. Soccer advanced 
to the NCAA Tournament. 
Wrestling captured 
the regular season and 
postseason championships. 


+ lowa student-athletes set 
all-time highs with a 90 
percent Graduation Success 
Rate (GSR) and 76 percent 
Federal Graduation Rate 
(FGR) for a four-class average. 
UI student-athletes rank 
higher than the national 
average in GSR and FGR. 


+ The University of lowa 
Athletics Department and the 
UI Stead Family Children’s 
Hospital facilitated the 
“Kinnick Wave” during home 
football games in 2017, 
creating national recognition. 


+ A member of the President's 
Cabinet, comprised of 
campus leaders who provide 
counsel to the UI’s president. 


+ Recently served on the United 
Way of Johnson & Washington 
Counties Board of Directors. 


+ A long-standing member 
of the UI Partnership for 
Alcohol Safety Committee. 


EDUCATION 


+ Bachelor of science degree 
in mass communication 
and broadcast journalism, 
North Dakota State (1987). 
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Former All-American 
University of Southern California 


Director of Athletics 
University of Florida 


Former All-American 
Penn State University 


Director of Athletics 
University of Colorado 


Former Head Coach 
Texas A&M University 


Director of Athletics 
Arkansas State University 
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Former Head Coach of 
Three FBS Institutions 


Director of Athletics 
Georgia Tech 


CHAIR 


Director of Athletics 
University of lowa 


Professor 
Arizona State University 


Director of Athletics 
University of Oklahoma 


Director of Athletics 
University of Wyoming 


Former Chief of Staff 
United States Army 
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Thank you to 
Empire State Realty Trust 


for lighting the 

} Empire State Building 
in honor of the 

College Football Playoff 
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TOP 25 FINAL RANKINGS 


ALABAMA 


NOTRE DAME 


FREQUENCY OF RANKINGS 
Selection Committee members 
meet weekly, in person, on 
Mondays and Tuesdays to 


produce rankings. The committee 


released its first rankings 
Tuesday, November 24, and 
continued for the next three 
weeks leading up to Selection 
Day on Sunday, December 20. 


DATA 

Selection Committee members 
had a wealth of information, 
including review of video, 
statistics, and their own 
expertise to guide them in their 
deliberations. They emphasized 
obvious factors like win-loss 
records and results against 
common opponents. The 
playoff group has retained 
SportSource Analytics to provide 
the data platform that allowed 
the committee members to 
compare and contrast every 
team on every level possible. 
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TAT IOWA 
STATE 10 


7 FLORIDA 


STATE 


p 19 Lovisrana 


Be 99 SAN JOSE 
STATE 
O 25 OREGON 


2021 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 47 


JANUARY 8, 2018 
Georgia’s Rodrigo Blankenship kicks a 

field goal against Alabama in the 2018 CFP 
National Championship in Mercedes-Benz 
Stadium in Atlanta. The game marked the 
first CFP National Championship featuring 
two teams from the same conference (the 
SEC). Alabama prevailed in overtime, 26-23. 
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GAME REWIND 


The College Football Playoff National Championship has 
crowned six deserving champions thus far. Here's a look at 
how they did it on the big stage. 
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LOCATION 
Mercedes-Benz Superdome 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


ATTENDANCE 
76,885 


PLAYERS OF THE GAME 


UFFENSE 


eisman Trophy winner Joe 
IH] Burrow capped a record- 
breaking season for both 
he and his team, bringing the CFP 
National Championship title to 
LSU in a 42-25 win over Clemson. 
The Offensive Player of the Game, 
Burrow’s five touchdown passes and 
463 yards through the air were the 
most for a BCS or CFP title game, 
as were his six total touchdowns. 
It marked the first time the top- 
ranked team won the CFP National 
Championship and the second 
straight year the champion finished 
the season at 15-0. 

Ja’Marr Chase caught nine balls for 
221 yards and two scores, and Justin Jefferson added nine catches for 
106 yards. Thaddeus Moss had five catches and two scores. Defensively, 
LSU’s Patrick Queen’s eight total tackles, including six solo stops plus a 
half-sack, earned him Defensive Player of the Game honors. 

Clemson quarterback Trevor Lawrence started the game with a rushing 
touchdown, while also connecting on 18-of-37 passes for 234 yards. 
Remarkably, it was the first loss of his collegiate career, ending a personal 


ESPN’s telecast averaged nearly 

26 million viewers — the highest-rated 
non-NFL sporting event since the 
2019 CFP National Championship. 

It even topped Game 7 of the 2019 
World Series (23.22 million). 


25-game win streak as a starter, and a 29-game win streak for Clemson overall. 
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NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


No.1 LSU 42 
No.3 Clemson 25 


PLAYOFF 
SEMIFINALS 


CHICK-FIL-A PEACH BOWL 
No.1 1 SU 63 
No.4 Oklahoma 28 


PLAYSTATION FIESTA BOWL 
No.3 Clemson 29 
No.2 Ohio State 23 


We 


ea — a 


“He's one of the 


greatest players in LSU 


history. He's done so 
much for the state of 
Louisiana and LSU. 
We are so grateful to 
Joe Burrow.” 


LSU HEAD COACH 
ED ORGERON 
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MIAMITe0el 


LOOK LABEL 


When purchasing your College Football Playoff merchandise, make sure it's official by 
looking for the “Officially Licensed Collegiate Products” hologram. This hologram assures 
that the product has been approved by the Playoff and its participating teams. 


; 


Proceeds from the sale of College Football Playoff licensed merchandise go to 


support the participating institutions and Extra Yard for Teachers, the College @ 
Football Playoff Foundation’s primary initiative, providing the resources we xt 
and recognition teachers need to positively affect students’ education in STEACHERS 
K-through-12 classrooms in communities across the country. 1p coe FoOTEALL POF 


SHARE YOUR CHAMPIONSHIP SPIRIT! 
USE #CFBPLAYOFF WHEN YOU POST PICTURES IN YOUR GAME DAY GEAR. 


For more information about the College Football Playoff licensing program, contact: 
Collegiate Licensing Company. 770.956.0520 / www.clc.com 
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CLEMSON 


LOCATION 
Levi's Stadium 
Santa Clara, California 


ATTENDANCE 
74,814 


PLAYERS OF THE GAME 


0 ES UEt 


ound III of the title-game 
series between these 
teams actually marked the 


fourth straight year they met in 
a CFP game — the Crimson Tide 
stomped the Tigers in a semifinal 
in 2018. This time, it was almost all 
Clemson. 
After a back-and-forth 
first quarter, the Tigers found 
themselves down, 16-14, early in 
the second quarter. Then freshman 
quarterback Trevor Lawrence, 
running back Travis Etienne and a 
defense led by cornerback Travyon 
Mullen turned it into a romp. 
Lawrence connected with 
nine receivers, completing 20-of- 
32 passes for 347 yards and three 
touchdowns, and Etienne ran for a 
pair of touchdowns. Mullen had a 
sack, forced a fumble and returned 


an interception 46 yards as the Tigers 
smothered an Alabama offense that had been averaging 47 points per game. 


The ESPN multi-cast attracted 
nearly 27 million viewers, becoming 
the seventh-most-watched cable 
telecast ever. All five CFP National 
Championships rank among the top 
10 most-watched cable events. 


Clemson became the first team to go 15-O since Penn in 1897. 
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NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
No.2 Clemson 44 
No.1 Alabama 16 
PLAYOFF 
SEMIFINALS 
GOODYEAR COTTON 
BOWL CLASSIC 

No.2 Clemson 30 
No.3 Notre Dame 3 
CAPITAL ONE ORANGE BOWL 
No.1 Alabama 45 
No.4 Oklahoma 34 


“Our guys had the eye of 
the tiger. I’m so proud 
for our seniors, to be able 
to go out 15-0 and truly 
be the best ever. To beat 
Notre Dame and to beat 
Alabama; this team won 
13 games by 20 points or 
more and were led by an 
amazing group of seniors. 
I’m just thankful to be a 
part of it.” 


CLEMSON HEAD COACH 
DABO SWINNEY 
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CAREER MOVE,» 


Work side-by-side with some of the world’s leading business 
thinkers and strategists. Build a global network of business 
innovators. Tap into a booming city filled with Fortune 500s and 
startups. Become prepared to change business for the better. 
It all happens at Emory University’s Goizueta Business School. ell 
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If you're ready for your next challenge, Goizueta’s top-ranked business 
programs can deliver the playbook you need for career success. 
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ALABAMA 


LOCATION 
Mercedes-Benz Stadium 
Atlanta, Georgia 


ATTENDANCE 
77,430 


PLAYERS OF THE GAME 


he first title-game matchup 
I between teams from the 
same conference (the SEC) 
also turned out to be the first CFP 
game to go to overtime. 

The game was a tale of two 
halves. Georgia stormed ahead, 
13-0, by shutting down Jalen Hurts 
and the Crimson Tide offense. 

So at halftime, Alabama coach 
Nick Saban turned to backup 
quarterback Tua Tagovailoa, and 
the true freshman put on quite a 


show. The lefty guided the Tide to ESPN’s broadcast of the game 
20 points in the second half, tying the became the second-most viewed 
game with 3:49 left. Tagovailoa got cable presentation of all-time, 
Alabama in position for the winning averaging 28.4 million viewers 
field goal as time expired, but the 36- (only the inaugural CFP National 
yard kick sailed wide left. Championship had more). 


Georgia won the coin toss 
and reclaimed the lead with a 51-yard field goal. A sack by the Bulldogs’ 
defense left the Tide facing second-and-26, but Tagovailoa found fellow 
freshman receiver DeVonta Smith down the left sideline for 41 yards and the 
championship-winning touchdown. Alabama won its second title of the CFP 
era, its fifth in nine years and gave Saban the sixth crown of his career. 
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NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
No.4 Alabama 26 
No.3 Georgia 23 (07) 
PLAYOFF 
SEMIFINALS 
ALLSTATE SUGAR BOWL 
No.4 Alabama 24 
No.1 Clemson 6 
ROSE BOWL GAME 
PRESENTED BY 
NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL 
No.3 Georgia 54 
No.2 Oklahoma 48 (207) 


PLE | 
“There's lots of highs and 
lows. Last year we lost on 
the last play of the game 
and this year we won on 
the last play of the game. 

These kids really 
responded the right way. 
We said last year, 
‘Don't waste the feeling. 
They sure didn't, the way 
they played tonight.” 


ALABAMA HEAD COACH 
NICK SABAN 
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NO MATTER WHAT YOUR DAY BRINGS, 
AN A. 0. SMITH WATER HEATER 
WILL KEEP YOUR FAMILY RUNNING. 
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1 Smith. 
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TAMPA BAY 2017 


NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


No.2 Clemson 35 
No.1 Alabama 31 


PLAYOFF 
SEMIFINALS 


CHICK-FIL-A PEACH BOWL 
No.1 Alabama 24 
No.4 Washington 7 


PLAYSTATION FIESTA BOWL 


CLEMSON S No.2 Clemson 31 
No.3 Ohio State ce) 


LOCATION 
Raymond James Stadium 
Tampa Bay, Florida 


ATTENDANCE 
74,512 


PLAYER: 
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S OF THE GAM 


postseason rematch between 

teams ranked Nos. 1 and 2, 
Clemson and Alabama staged an 
epic sequel. 

Seeking a second straight title, 
the Crimson Tide jumped ahead, 
14-0, and cruised into the fourth 
quarter leading, 24-14. Then Tigers 
quarterback Deshaun Watson 
took over, guiding two long, quick 
touchdown drives. That gave 
Clemson its first lead of the game, 
28-24, with 4:38 left. The fun was 
just beginning. 

Alabama’s true freshman 


| n college football's first-ever 


“Let's be 


quarterback, Jalen Hurts, More than 26 million viewers 

responded with a 30-yard touchdown = watched on ESPN, the most-watched lege nda ry ‘ 

run to reclaim the lead. Trailing again, cable telecast since the CFP National ; 
Watson took over with 2:01 left on Championship a year prior. CLEMSON QUARTERBACK 
his own 36-yard line. The final 20 DESHAUN WATSON TO 
seconds were filled with dramatic moments, capped by Watson throwing a HIS WIDE RECEIVERS 
two-yard touchdown pass to Hunter Renfrow with 0:01 left. DURING A TIMEOUT ON THE 


The Tigers claimed their first national title since 1981 while snapping 


GAME-WINNING DRIVE 
Alabama’s 26-game winning streak. e 
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NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
No.2 Alabama 45 
No.1 Clemson 40 
PLAYOFF 
SEMIFINALS 
CAPITAL ONE ORANGE BOWL 
No.1 Clemson 37 
No.4 Oklahoma 17 
 “ = GOODYEAR COTTON 
ALABAMA ; * : BOWL CLASSIC 
No.2 Alabama 38 


LOCATION 
University of Phoenix Stadium 
Glendale, Arizona 


ATTENDANCE 
VSO 


PLAYER: 


No.3 Michigan State O 


S OF THE GAM 


he highly anticipated 
| showdown between two 
powerful teams somehow 
managed to exceed the hype. And 
it turned out to be the first act 
of the defining college football 
matchup of the decade. 

The individual stars shined 
brightly. Clemson quarterback 
Deshaun Watson, a Heisman Trophy 
finalist, compiled 478 total yards. 
Yet Alabama’s Heisman Trophy 


“T made the decision to do 
[the onside kick] because 
the score was ltied] and we 
were tired on defense. We 
werent doing a great job 


winner, Derrick Henry, ran for 158 ' 

yards and three touchdowns. Tide More than 26 million viewers of getting them stopped. 

tight end O.J. Howard caught five watched on ESPN, eclipsing the I felt like if we didn't do 

passes for 208 yards and a pair of inaugural CFP National Championship : 

touchdowns. in 2015 as the most-watched cable | something or take a chance 
The game ultimately was decided telecast. 

by two plays by Alabama’s special to change the momentum of 


teams in the fourth quarter. The first came right after the Tide tied the game at the game that we wouldn't 
24. They recovered a surprise onside kick and cashed in the extra possession 


with a 51-yard touchdown pass to Howard. Clemson answered with a field goal, have ad chance to win.” 

then Alabama’s Kenyan Drake returned the ensuing kickoff 95 yards for another 

touchdown. ALABAMA HEAD COACH 
Although the Crimson Tide hoisted the trophy, the Tigers were ready for NICK SABAN 


another chance. 
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Playoff Premium offers a variety of packages, with or without 
hotel accommodations, at various price ranges and seating locations. 
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NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


NORTH TEXAS 2015 


ATT STADIUM 


OHIO STATE 


LOCATION 
AT&T Stadium 
Arlington, Texas 


ATTENDANCE 
85,788 


PLAYERS OF THE GAME 


orr Lal 


T&T Stadium in Arlington, 
Texas, was the scene of the 
first College Football Playoff 


National Championship—and the 
culmination of a fairy-tale ending that 
would have left Cinderella high-fiving 
Snow White. 

Cardale Jones ended spring 
practice as the No. 3 quarterback 
on the Ohio State depth chart. But 


when returning starter Braxton Miller 
got hurt before the season and J.T. 
Barrett got hurt in the regular-season 
finale, Jones was pressed into duty. 
His first college start came against 


Broadcast on ESPN, the game 
delivered largest audience in cable 
television history with 33.7 million 
viewers. 


Wisconsin in the Big Ten Championship Game, and he led the Buckeyes to 
a 59-0 win. Then he guided the fourth-seeded Buckeyes past top-seeded 
Alabama, 42-35, in the College Football Playoff Semifinal. That sent Ohio State 
into the inaugural title game against second-seeded Oregon and its Heisman 
Trophy-winning quarterback, Marcus Mariota. The Ducks reached the National 
Championship with a 59-20 victory over the reigning champs, Florida State. 
The unheralded Jones outdueled Mariota, throwing for 242 yards and a 
touchdown, although the biggest star for Ohio State was the guy standing behind 
Jones in the backfield. Ezekiel Elliott ran for 246 yards and four touchdowns. So 
in the first year of the new format, the new National Championship trophy was 
placed in the hands of a team that ended the regular season seeded fourth. 
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NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


No.4 Ohio State 42 
No.2 Oregon 20 


PLAYOFF 
SEMIFINALS 


ALLSTATE SUGAR BOWL 
No.4 Ohio State 42 
No.1 Alabama 35 


ROSE BOWL GAME, PRESENTED 
BY NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL 
No.2 Oregon 59 

No.3 Florida State 20 


“All the odds were 
stacked against us through 
the whole season, and for 
us to be national champs, 
it not only means a lot to 
me but our community, 
Buckeye Nation, and 
our hometowns.” 


OHIO STATE QUARTERBACK 
CARDALE JONES 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


a 


CapifalOne Shopping % Xx 


Why search for coupon codes 
when we do the work for you? 


Download for Savings 


Capital One Shopping instantly searches for available 


coupon codes and automatically applies them. And it’s 
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he College Football Playoff 

T (CFP) Foundation’s commitment 
to South Florida and the 

city of Miami is rooted in investing 

in innovative changes to meet 

the unique social, emotional, and 

academic needs of teachers and 

their students, while also addressing 

the ever-changing demand of 21st 

century teaching and learning. 

In partnership with the Miami 
2021 Host Committee, the CFP 
Foundation focus is on the provision 
of resources to transform learning 
environments and providing 
educators with the support and 
recognition they need during these 
extraordinary and challenging times. 

“Dedicated community partners 
are vital to supporting our efforts 
to give our students the world,” 
said Superintendent of Miami-Dade 
Public Schools Alberto M. Carvalho. 
“The accomplishments of our stellar 
students and teachers are in part 
possible thanks to the joint work 
we have been able to accomplish 
with organizations like the CFP 
Foundation and the Miami 2021 Host 
Committee. We truly appreciate 
their commitment to education.” 

The Miami-Dade Middle School 
Redesign planning and Extra Yard 
Makeover Project’s creation of 
Innovation Spaces include: 


+ Middle School redesign aimed 
at implementing innovative 
changes to meet unique social, 
emotional and academic needs. 


« $2 million joint investment 


* Emphasis on virtual reality 
technology and remote 
learning resources 


* Over 20 middle schools impacted 


* Completed projects will impact 
thousands of teachers and 
students well into the future 


“We are very excited to partner 
with the Miami 2021 Host Committee 
to help transform learning 
environments and support teachers 
in Miami-Dade County through our 
impact strategy partnership,” said 
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CFP Foundation Executive Director 
Britton Banowsky. “The learning 
environment goes a long way to 
improving teacher engagement 
and student achievement, and 

we are thrilled to be part of this 
amazing unprecedented work.” 

“A central part of our successful 
bid to host the 2021 College Football 
Playoff National Championship was 
the special opportunity to join the 
CFP Foundation in launching an 
impactful Extra Yard for Teachers 
program in our community,” said 
Judge Michael B. Chavies, chair of 
Miami 2021 Host Committee. “We 


HOST COMMITTEE 


are proud to support the incredible 
work of Superintendent Carvalho 
and his team in transforming the 
middle school experience for 
children in Miami-Dade County.” 

The Miami 2021 Host Committee 
is grateful for the generous 
contributions of its community 
sponsors that have helped to 
underwrite the costs of the program, 
including Anthony R. Abraham 
Foundation, AutoNation City Furniture, 
Florida Blue, Florida Power & Light 
Company, GA Telesis, Mario & Susana 
Trueva Moss, Related Philanthropic 
Foundation and TBC Corporation. 
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Thousands of teachers impacted during college football's 
single-day effort. sv vavio tee 


ntering an unprecedented 
F esis football season 

and 2020-21 school year, 
the College Football Playoff 
Foundation kicked off its annual 
Extra Yard for Teachers (EYFT) Week 
with a bigger impact than ever on 
Monday, September 14—a one-day 
nationwide celebration in support 
of teachers called the BIG DAY. 

It was the largest single-day 
effort of community impact ever 
undertaken by the extended college 
football family. More than 250 
universities, conferences, bowls, 
corporate partners and media 
joined forces, resulting in over 
$4 million in investments 
directly impacting teachers 
and K-12 education. 
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‘It’s a national day of celebrating 
teachers, saying thank you to teachers, 
and supporting teachers,” said CFP 
Foundation Executive Director Britton 
Banowsky. “It was really an awesome 
experience, and we're so grateful 
for our partners to be part of it. 

It was like a tsunami of engagement.” 

“We are proud of America’s 
teachers and honored that 
college football is in a position to 
support them in so many ways,” 
said College Football Playoff 
Executive Director Bill Hancock. 

Several exciting investments 
and partnerships were made that 
were central to the theme of the 
BIG DAY, including participation 
from current and future CFP 
National Championship sites. 


The CFP Foundation and Miami 
2021 Host Committee announced 
a $2 million partnership to 
reinvent the learning atmosphere 
in approximately 20 Miami-Dade 
County middle schools with the goal 
of increasing student attendance 
and achievement. The initiative 
will transform media centers into 
spaces with enhanced technology 
such as virtual reality headsets, and 
modular and flexible furniture that 
bolsters comfort and creativity. 
Work is already underway in 
Indianapolis, the site of the 2022 
CFP National Championship. 
A $200,000 investment in Teach Indy 
has been implemented to support 
the recruitment and retention of 
Indianapolis teachers. 
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To help foster the continued 
importance of virtual and remote 
learning, an e-learning lab 

and statewide platform will be 
developed to as a complementary 
element to in-school learning. 

The CFP Foundation also 
continues to positively impact 
past national championship game 
host communities. On the BIG 
DAY, the Fiesta Bowl Organization 
announced a $500,000 investment 
to 200 Arizona K-12 teachers as 
part of the Fiesta Bowl Charities 
Wishes for Teachers program that 
grants teacher classroom needs. 

The CFP Foundation and Cotton 
Bowl Foundation honored Dallas-area 
teachers via a $50,000 grant to Catch 
Up & Read and a $50,000 grant to 
Urban Teachers—both geared to 
support professional development 
and recruitment of great teachers. 
Each teacher also received a $100 
DonorsChoose gift card to help with 
school supplies and resources. 

In one of the biggest surprises 
of the BIG DAY, the CFP Foundation 
and the National Teachers Hall 
of Fame partnered for a surprise 
virtual announcement, informing 
five teachers that they were being 
inducted into the incoming hall of 
fame class. In addition, countless 
current and former college 
student-athletes and coaches, 
along with media members, 
thanked their former teachers and 
shared stories of teachers who 
made an impact in their lives. 

ESPN highlighted Extra Yard 
for Teachers Week in multiple live 
game broadcasts, in addition to 
teacher recognitions and surprises 
on College GameDay. Teachers were 
presented with a total of $20,000 for 
classroom supplies and resources. 

Efforts with the Allstate Sugar 
Bowl surprised teachers in Lake 
Charles, Lousiana, an area that 
suffered significant damage from 
Hurricane Laura. Educators were 
each given $400 in aid, and the 
Sugar Bowl flash-funded nearly 
$10,000 for all DonorsChoose 
projects in Calcasieu Parish. 

The impact of the BIG DAY was 
so widespread that it attracted 
new partnerships with the CFP 
Foundation, including the American 


Football Coaches Association 
(AFCA), in which a grassroots high 
school teacher recognition program 
was created. The effort generated 
nearly one million social media 
impressions throughout the week. 
“The pandemic has been really 
hard on students, it’s been really hard 
on the parents, and it’s also been 
really hard on teachers,” Banowsky 
said. “Teachers have had to rise to 


“We are proud of America's teachers and ; 
honored that college football is in a posi 
to support them in so many ways. 


BILL HANCOCK 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


A BIG DAY 


the occasion and learn new ways to 
deliver education to their students 
and become experts in remote 
learning overnight. | think this was 
a much-needed pat on the back.” 

In its six years, the CFP Foundation 
has raised a total of $40 million, 
impacting more than 300,000 
teachers and seven million students. 
The success of the BIG DAY laid the 
foundation for more in the future. 


Hall of Fame 


The CFP Foundation joined the National Teachers Hall of Fame to stream and 
surprise the inductees of the National Teachers Hall of Fame Class of 2020. 


Allstate Sugar Bowl donated 50K 
in resources to teachers impacted 
by the recent hurricane. 


The SEED School of Miami revealed 
a new space on the Big Day as part 
of the Extra Yard Makeover Project. 
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-TEACHER 


Together with its partners, the College Football 
Playoff Foundation recognized teachers and shared 
inspiring stories in the age of at-home learning. 


The College Football Playoff (CFP) Foundation is the largest sports entity 
that is dedicated to supporting and uplifting the teaching profession. 
The impact and the work would not be possible without the support of 
its partners. This year, partners engaged with the CFP Foundation in a 
season-long Tag-A-Teacher social media effort to ensure that teachers 
were recognized and resources distributed in cities across the country. 

Longtime partner Eckrich Meats was first to initiate a Tag-A-Teacher 
campaign in the spring by encouraging parents to tag teachers going the 
“extra yard” to keep kids learning at home during the challenging time 
of a pandemic. In addition, parents shared a brief story about how these 
educators are impacting their students and finding new ways to engage 
and teach during these unprecedented times. Each week, one teacher 
was awarded $5,000 in the form of a DonorsChoose.org grant to help 
with classroom supplies or a school project. Over 10,000 nominations 
were submitted and a total of $50,000 dollars was donated directly 
to exceptional teachers across the country over the 10-week span. 

With the success of the spring promotion, Eckrich and the CFP Foundation 
extended the Tag-A-Teacher effort in the fall. This time, teachers that went 
the extra yard were not only rewarded a DonorsChoose.org grant, but also 
a unique home-gating package courtesy of Eckrich. 

Conference partners and bowl games got in on the program as 
well, ensuring that resources for teachers continued to be distributed 
across the country throughout the entire football season. 

Overall, nearly 20,000 teachers were recognized for their hard work and 
resilience and over $150,000 in DonorsChoose.org grants were shared with 
these deserving teachers. 


TAGa 
TE@CHER 


ECKRICH GIFT PACK 


$5,000 DONORS CHOOSE 
GIFT CARD 


@ BIG DAY 
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most incredib 
amazing prize ever. 
I’m crying! Thank 
you so much. You 
have no idea how 
amazing this is for 
my classroom! 
I'm honestly in 
so much shock!” 


MEGAN KAISER 
TEACHER 


GO TEACH PROJECT 


The Go Teach Project was established in early 2019 as a way to attract 
student-athletes into the teaching profession. 


Research has shown that student-athletes posses the traits and skill set that make great 
teachers. Now, the Go Teach Project has grown into a expansive program with efforts in 
three areas, including the active recruitment of student-athletes and students with those 
characteristics, activations on local school campuses involving student-athletes and unique 
recognition programs for students that are on the path to becoming an educator. 


“I have known I have a passion for teaching from a young age. When I earned 
opportunity to swim for Texas, I knew I was going to a school that would 
my teaching dreams. I am so thankful for the College Football Playoff Fo 


Supporting me as I complete my certification program.” 


SHAPE THE 


»GO 


ACTIVELY RECRUITING 
GREAT TEACHERS 

The Go Teach Project is active at 
over a dozen universities where 
the athletics departments have 
teamed up with other departments 
on campus to identify creative 
ways to assist student-athletes 
interested in teaching. 


CLAIRE ADAMS, UNIVERSITY OF TEX/ 


STUDENT-ATHLETES 
SERVING AS LEADERS 

IN THE CLASSROOM 

The country is facing a shortage 

of teachers who represent the 
growing diversity of the students 

in the classroom. Many student- 
athletes at partner universities are 
participating in unique activations on 
local K-12 campuses where they can 
serve as good role models through 
reading programs or mentoring. 


TUITION 
»GO | (poe) 


GRAND PRIZE 


SUPPORTING STUDENTS 
WHO WANT TO BECOME 
TEACHERS 

With the help of its partners in 

Dr Pepper, Taco Bell and the 

Ed Reed Foundation, the CFP 
Foundation has begun removing 
the barriers that often come with 
completion of teacher preparation 
field work, certification or masters 
programs through tuition support. 
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#GreatTeachersChangeLives 
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The National Mall welcomes millions every year, 
but what they see is hardly welcoming. 


More than two miles of open space, monuments, and memorials welcome and inspire 25 million visitors 
to our nation’s capital each year. But like many national parks, the National Mall in Washington, D.C., 
desperately needs our help. Although Congress has proposed some additional investment, “America’s front 
yard” still needs $350 million in federal funding for maintenance, repairs, and preservation. Now is the time 
to act if we’re going to preserve our national parks in time for their upcoming centennial, and ensure they 
can be enjoyed by our children and our grandchildren. 


You can help with a simple letter. Visit NPCA.org/mall. Or call 1-800-NAT PARK. 


National Parks Conservation Association® 


Protecting Our National Parks for Future Generations 
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ALABAMA 


CRIMSON TIDE 


ACADEMICS 


niversity of Alabama, at 37,842 students, saw an increase in the number 
U of in-state undergraduate students and record-setting Graduate School 

enrollment in fall 2020. Highlights of the 2020 freshman class include 
42.3% with a 4.0 GPA in high school, 39.9% scoring 30 or higher on the ACT, 
and an average high school GPA of 3.83. 

UA continues to be a leader among public universities in the enrollment of 
National Merit Scholars. The 2020 freshman class includes 221 National Merit 
Scholars. Currently, UA has almost 800 National Merit Scholars enrolled. 

UA has achieved R1: Doctoral Universities — Very High Research Activity 
status in the Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher Education. 

University of Alabama students continue to win prestigious awards. Fifty- 
seven students have been named Goldwater Scholars as well as 15 Rhodes 
Scholars, 16 Truman Scholars, 36 Hollings Scholars and 15 Boren Scholars. 

Thirty-two current faculty have received NSF CAREER Awards, the nation’s 
most prestigious recognition of top-performing young scientists, in disciplines 
ranging from nanoscience to engineering. During the 2019-20 year, seven 
professors received this award, the most in a single year at UA. And 52 UA 
faculty researchers are in the National Academy of Inventors. DR. STUART R. BELL 

Fourteen alumni and students won Fulbright Awards for 2020-21. 

U.S. News and World Report ranks UA’s Manderson Graduate School of 
Business No. 19 among public universities and its Online Business Master’s 
programs 10th. 

UA’s Culverhouse School of Accountancy’s undergraduate program ranks 
11th overall in 2019, 10th overall for a program with a faculty size at more 
than 24 and 3rd in the South, according to Public Accounting Report. UA’s 
master’s programs are ranked 10th overall, 8th in schools with more than 24 
faculty and 2nd in the South. UA’s doctoral program is ranked 9th overall. 

U.S. News and World Report ranks The University of Alabama’s School of 
Law No. 12 among public universities. 

The UA Department of Advertising and Public Relations was named the 
2020 Most Outstanding Education Program by PRWeek. It is the department’s 
ninth recognition as a finalist for the award, and its first selection as the top program. 


President 
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CRIMSON TIDE 


ATHLETIC 


T he University of Alabama has built a total program, winning 


championships on the field while bringing home plenty of academic 
awards in the classroom. 

Since 2008, Crimson Tide athletics teams have won 11 national 
championships in five different sports and 27 SEC championships in eight 
different sports. Overall, Tuscaloosa is home to 27 national and 107 SEC team 
team titles in its program’s history. 

In addition to team championships, Alabama student-athletes have won a 
total of 99 individual titles in nine different sports. 

Academically, UA’s more than 600 student-athletes averaged over a 3.5 
grade point average during 2019-20. All 17 programs earned better than a 
2.9 GPA with 16 earning better than a 3.0. A total of 11 Tide teams earned over 
a 3.5 GPA for the year, marking the 10th year in a row that at least five teams 
have met that standard. 

As impressive as those numbers are, perhaps nowhere has Alabama 
Athletics’ continued academic prowess been on better display as when it 
comes to the CoSIDA Academic All-America program. The Tide was once again / 7 
among the national leaders when it comes to Academic All-America honors, GREG BYRNE 
totaling 12 during the 2019-20 academic year. That total makes Alabama Director of Athletics 
the only school to earn double-digit honors the last seven years in a row. 

With its 2019-20 tally, Alabama has earned Academic All-America honors 
a Division I-best 156 times since 2000 and 78 times over the past seven years. 

The Tide’s seven-year total is two better than second-place Stanford over that 
span and more than 20 ahead of third-place Minnesota. 

Overall, Alabama leads the Southeastern Conference with a total of 192 
Academic All-American honors and is ranked fifth among NCAA Division | schools. 

On the conference level, Tide student-athletes were voted the SEC 
Scholar-Athlete of the Year for their respective sports a league-record 
eight times during the 2019-20 academic year. UA student-athletes from 
13 different teams have earned SEC Scholar-Athlete of the Year for their 
respective sports an SEC-best 61 times since the honor’s inception in 
2003, tallying more than a dozen better than the next closest school. 
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Bowl Season is the collective coalition of the 44 bowl games played in the traditional college football 


postseason. Dubbed “A Celebration of College Football,” Bowl Season promotes the grand tradition of 
the bowl system and its endearing value to student-athletes.It also highlights the broader university 

and college communities, including spirit squads, marching bands, athletic staff and fans. A nonprofit, 
Bowl Season spotlights the distinctiveness of each of the bowl games along with their histories and 


traditions, embracing and honoring the bowl experience for present and future generations. 


For more information visit BOWLSEASON.com 
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HEAD COACH 


NICK SABAN 


A man of vision who has a proven record of championship success, head coach 
Nick Saban has returned the University of Alabama to the top of the college 
football landscape with his commitment to building the total program. 


After the victory over Georgia 
in the 2018 College Football 
Playoff National Championship 
Game, Saban joined Paul “Bear” 
Bryant as the only two coaches 
to win six national titles in the 
poll era of college football. 

In his 14th season in Tuscaloosa, 
Saban’s uncompromising dedication 
to excellence in every phase of the 
program has resulted in five national 
championships since 2009. An 
eight-time National Coach of 
the Year, Saban has achieved 
resounding success as a head 
coach and has earned a reputation 
as an outstanding tactician, leader, 
organizer and motivator. Those 
qualities have sparked impressive 
turnarounds at every stop of his 
career. Saban’s consistent approach 
and disciplined leadership are 
the reasons his teams are known 
for exhibiting grit, determination 
and resilience, often overcoming 
adversity to achieve victory. 

The most recent example of 
his team’s ability to overcome 
adversity and achieve victory was 
the 2018 SEC Championship Game. 
The Crimson Tide rallied from a 
14-point second-half deficit to 
defeat Georgia 35-28 to claim the 
program’s 27th SEC title. The victory 
added to Saban’s impressive career 
record of 15-3 in championship 
games (SEC/National). 

Saban has compiled a 259-65-1 
(.799) record as a college head 
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coach and went 124-12 (.912) in 
the last 10 seasons and 127-15 
(.907) from 2009-18, which was 
the best of any major college 
school over a 10-year span since 
Bud Wilkinson at Oklahoma in 
the late 1940s through the late 
1950s. UA’s 125 wins in the 2010s 
were the most for any FBS school 
during a decade in the Associated 
Press Poll era (since 1936). 

Since Saban’s second season 
in Tuscaloosa in 2008, the Tide 
have played just three regular- 
season games in which it hasn't 
been in contention for the national 
championship — the final three 
regular season games of the 
2010 season — a staggering 151 
of 154 games, while posting an 
astounding 161-17 (.905) record, 
including an 95-11 (.896) mark in 
regular season conference play. 

In Saban’s five national 
championship seasons at Alabama, 
his teams have gone 17-2 against 
top-10 opponents, and, since 
2008, the Crimson Tide is 31-11 
(.738) overall against top-10 teams. 
Alabama has been ranked No. 1 
in the Associated Press poll for at 
least one week for 13 straight years, 
which broke the record of seven 
established by Miami (1986-92). 

A native of Monongah, W.Va., 
Saban is a 1973 graduate of Kent 
State University where he earned 
a bachelor’s degree in business. 
He earned a master’s degree in 


sports administration from Kent 
State in 1975. Born Oct. 31, 1951, 
Saban and his wife, the former 
Terry Constable, have two children, 
Nicholas and Kristen. They have 
been married for 47 years and are 
enjoying the company of their 
granddaughter Amélie, grandson 
James and son-in-law Adam Setas. 
At Michigan State, the Sabans 
started the Nick’s Kids Foundation, 
which they have continued in 
Tuscaloosa, a vibrant example 
of their continuing concern 
for disadvantaged children. 
Since Nick and Terry arrived in 
Tuscaloosa, more than $9 million 
has been distributed to students, 
teachers and children’s causes 
at over 150 charities through 
the Nick’s Kids Foundation. 
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JEFF BANKS KYLE FLOOD PETE GOLDING CHARLES HUFF 
Special Teams Offensive Line Defensive Coordinator/ Associate 
Coordinator/Tight Ends Inside Linebackers Head Coach/ 


Running Backs 


CHARLES KELLY FREDDIE ROACH STEVE SARKISIAN 
Associate Defensive Defensive Line Offensive Coordinator/ 
Coordinator/Safeties Quarterbacks 


KARL SCOTT SAL SUNSERI HOLMON WIGGINS 
Cornerbacks Outside Linebackers Wide Receivers 
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CRIMSON TIDE 


SPIRIT 


ttend any University of 
Aten football game and 
you will see its spirit squads 

entertaining fans and supporting 
the Crimson Tide. The Alabama 
cheerleaders, dance team, Million 
Dollar Band and loveable mascot 
Big Al have been a fixture at 
Crimson Tide sporting events 
throughout the years. 

Alabama spirit squads have 
seen incredible success lately 
as cheerleading took home its 
second Division 1A all-girl national 
championship in program history 
at the 2020 UCA & UDA College 
Cheerleading and Dance Team 
National Championship, winning 
the competition while also placing 
second in the co-ed category. 

Since that first national title, 
the Crimson Tide has placed in 
the top-three in five of the last 
six years. It is the program’s fifth 
national title overall, also winning 
co-ed titles in 1984, 2011 and 2015. 

Alabama has also had the distinct 
honor of hosting the prestigious 
annual UCA College Camp for the 
past 20 years. With over 1,200 
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college cheerleaders and dancers 
from across the nation attending, 
both cheer teams as well as Big 

Al represented the University with 
the utmost pride, while winning 
many awards along the way. 

The Million Dollar Band, comprised 
of over 400 students with various 
majors and interests, is the largest 
single organization on campus and is 


an exciting part of the Crimson Tide 
spirit and tradition. 

In addition to their presence at 
sporting events, the spirit squads are 
a fixture in the Tuscaloosa community 
at volunteer events throughout the 
year. The group also attends birthday 
parties and alumni events throughout 
the year, as well as University events 
and charity appearances. 
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Reynolds Wrap J 


ALWAYS HERE 
WHEN YOU NEED US! 


KIRKLAND 
} e Reynolds Wr ap G3 PRE-CUT Premium Quality ped « 


Single Sheets. 
. Reynolds) Foodservice Foil 


Reynolds Wrap HEAVY 
TRUSTED SINCE 1942 Y ¥ Premium Quality 

Reynolds Wrap HEAVY Pow! mn Reynolds /’ Foodservice Foil sz" « 
TRUSTED SINCE tea? C a, er Bsemaa? Jem ; : 


AVAILABLE AT COSTCO W 


— 


eet 


are 
>... ~~ 


camel 7 


ay 


Bs cans rene 
©, WITH FOIL TOREDUGE CLEANUP. 


“nai PROTECTION AGAINST 
URE, TERE ODOR, OXYGEN, 


BEN DAVIS KEILAN ROBINSON PATRICK SURTAIN II XAVIER WILLIAMS 
LB + R-Sr. RB = So. DB « Jr. WR « R-So. DB + R-Jr. 


CHRISTOPHER ALLEN BRIAN ROBINSON JR. JALYN ARMOUR-DAVIS DeVONTA SMITH 
LB + R-Jr. RB « Sr. DB + R-So. WR « Fr. WR « Sr. 


BRAXTON BARKER BRANDON TURNAGE CHRISTIAN HARRIS JOHN METCHIE III 
QB + R-So. DB + R-Fr. LB + So. WR: So. DB + So. 


MAC JONES TRAESHON HOLDEN 
QB « Fr. QB R-Jr. LB Jr. WR © Fr. DB «Fr. 
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SLADE BO 


WR + R-So. 


LEEL BILLINGS 
TE + So. 


CLARK GRIFFIN 
LB « Fr. 


S BANKS 


DB + So. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 2021 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


8] 


nam. 


Ae EA <a 


JOSHUA ROBINSON JOSH JOBE DeEMARCCO HELLAMS KING MWIKUTA WILL ANDERSON JR. 
DB + R-Jr. DB « Jr. DB: So. LB- So. LB « Fr. 


C 


DYLAN MOSES JACKSON BRATTON QUANDARRIUS ROBINSON COOPER BISHOP 
LB Sr. LB « Fr. LB « Fr. RB « R-Fr. LB So. 


EEA 


BRET BOLIN DEMOUY KENNEDY SAM WILLOUGHBY CARSON WARE 
WR © R-Jr. LB « Fr. DB « Fr. DB R-Fr. DB + R-Fr. 


CHRIS BRASWELL JAYLEN MOODY JORDAN SMITH 
LB + Gr. LB « Fr. LB « Jr. WR: So. LB + Fr. 


v 


THOMAS FLETCHER MELVIN BILLINGSLEY CHRISTIAN SWANN BYRON YOUNG PHIDARIAN MATHIS 
SN Sr. TEs Jr. DB «Sr. DL + So. DL + R-Jr. 
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JULIAN LOWENSTEIN GABE PUGH TIM SMITH TANNER BOWLES BRAYLEN INGRAHAM 
LB + R-Fr. SN ¢ R-Fr. DL + Fr. OL « R-Fr. DL + R-Fr. 


Z ee P £ - ee h 
MATTHEW BARNHILL KYLE FLOOD JR. EMIL EKIYOR JR. SETH McLAUGHLIN JAVION COHEN 


LB + So. LB + Fr. OL + R-So. OL + Fr. OL + Fr. 


Ave EA 


CHRISTIAN BARMORE JAKE HALL JACKSON ROBY DEONTE BROWN 
DL + R-So. SN + R-So. OL Jr. OL + R-Sr. 


LANDON DICKERSON ALEX LEATHERWOOD PIERCE QUICK 
OL + Fr. OL + R-Sr. OL + Sr. OL: So. OL « R-Fr. 


EVAN NEAL DAMIEON GEORGE JR. TOMMY BROWN AMARIT KIGHT CHRIS OWENS 
OL: So. OL + Fr. OL + R-So. OL + R-Fr. OL + R-Sr. 
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>» 


MICHAEL PARKER CAMERON LATU CHASE ALLEN RICHARD HUNT JOSHUA LANIER 
TE + R-So. TE + R-So. PK « Fr. TE + R-Fr. WR + R-Sr. 


KYN J a J — OO 
DREW KOBAYASHI KENDALL RANDOLPH CHARLIE SCOTT CARL TUCKER MILLER FORRISTALL 
TE ¢ Sr. TE + R-Sr. 


WR « R-Sr. TE/OL « R-Jr. 


MAJOR TENNISON STEPHON WYNN JR. GAVIN REEDER JUSTIN EBOIGBE 
TE + R-Jr. WR: So. DL + R-So. DL + R-Fr. DL + So. 


JACK MARTIN LANDON BOTHWELL 
P+So. DL + R-So. 


JOSEPH BULOVAS LT IKNER JAMIL BURROUGHS SAM JOHNSON TY PERINE 
PK Ror. DL « Jr. DL + Fr. P+ Fr. P/PK + So. 
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Your free treat 
is almost here 


Redeem an offer for one Chocolate 
Fudge Brownie in the Chick-fil-A’ App 
from January 11-23, 2020.* 


Our treat 
for you 


las 


Q 


Sign in or create an account on the Chick-fil-A App and redeem by scanning or placing mobile order via the drive-thru, curbside or carry out at a 
participating Chick-fil-A restaurant from January 11-23, 2021. Minimum purchase (excluding value of free item) required to redeem via Chick-fil-A 
Team Member Delivery. Fees, taxes, and gratuity still apply. Reward is single use only. Limit one per person, per Chick-fil-A One® account. 
Offer subject to availability. Closed Sundays. Certain restrictions apply. See Terms and Conditions at chick-fil-a.com/officialrules. 


4. Download on the GET ITON 
@ App Store Google Play 
© 2020 CFA Properties, Inc. All trademarks shown are the property of their respective owners. Jan ‘20 = 
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NO. NAME 


82 Chase Allen 

4 Christopher Allen 

31 Will Anderson Jr. 
Jalyn Armour-Davis 

5 Javon Baker 

26 Marcus Banks 

7 Braxton Barker 

58 Christian Barmore 

53 Matthew Barnhill 

9 Jordan Battle 

19 Jahleel Billingsley 

46 Melvin Billingsley 

35 Cooper Bishop 

18 Slade Bolden 

36 Bret Bolin 

96 Landon Bothwell 

51 Tanner Bowles 

14 Brian Branch 

4 Chris Braswell 

33 Jackson Bratton 

65 Deonte Brown 

75 Tommy Brown 

97 Joseph Bulovas 

12 Logan Burnett 

98 Jamil Burroughs 

57 Javion Cohen 

71 Darrian Dalcourt 

94 DJ Dale 

1 Ben Davis 

69 Landon Dickerson 

57 Joe Donald 

25 DJ Douglas 

92 Justin Eboigbe 

38 Jalen Edwards 

27 Kyle Edwards 

55 Emil Ekiyor Jr. 

45 Thomas Fletcher 

54 Kyle Flood Jr. 

87 Miller Forristall 

74 Damieon George Jr. 

16 Jayden George 

24 Clark Griffin 

59 Jake Hall 

67 Donovan Hardin 

8 Christian Harris 

22 Najee Harris 

29 DeMarcco Hellams 


11 Traeshon Holden 


PK 
LB 
LB 
DB 
WR 
DB 
QB 
DL 
LB 
DB 
TE 
TE 
RB 
WR 
WR 
DL 
OL 
DB 
LB 
LB 
OL 
OL 
PK 
QB 
DL 
OL 
OL 
DL 
LB 
OL 
LB 
DB 
DL 
DB 
RB 
OL 
SN 
LB 
TE 
OL 
QB 
LB 
SN 
OL 
LB 
RB 
DB 
WR 


19 Stone Hollenbach QB 


83 Richard Hunt 

97 LT Ikner 

52 Braylen Ingraham 
28 Josh Jobe 

98 Sam Johnson 

10 Mac Jones 

14 Thaiu Jones-Bell 
10 Ale Kaho 

37 Demouy Kennedy 
78 Amari Kight 

85 Drew Kobayashi 


TE 
DL 
DL 
DB 
P 
QB 
WR 
LB 
LB 
OL 
WR 


6-2 
6-4 
6-4 
6-1 
6-2 
6-0 
61 
6-5 
64 
61 
6-4 
6-3 
6-0 
5-11 
6-0 
5-11 
6-5 
6-0 
6-3 
6-3 
6-4 
6-7 
6-0 
6-2 
6-3 
6-4 
6-3 
6-3 
6-4 
6-6 
6-3 
6-0 
6-5 
6-0 
6-0 
6-3 
6-2 
6-0 
6-5 
6-6 
6-3 
5-9 
6-3 
6-3 
6-2 
6-2 
61 
6-3 
6-3 
67 
6-4 
6-4 
64 
6-3 
6-3 
6-0 
64 
6-3 
6-7 
6-2 


188 
252 
235 
192 
195 
180 
202 
310 
209 
210 
230 
230 
195 
191 

116 
220 
293 
190 
220 
225 
350 
320 
215 
200 
326 
325 
300 
307 
250 
325 
216 
202 
285 
7 

209 
324 
231 

209 
244 
345 
192 
195 
238 
285 
232 
230 
208 
208 
208 
235 
261 

289 
192 
215 
m4 
190 
235 
215 
318 
200 


POS. HT. WT. CL. 


Fr. 
R-Jr. 
Fr. 


R-So. 


Fr. 
So. 


R-So. 
R-So. 


So. 
So. 
So. 
Jr. 
R-Fr. 


R-So. 


R-Jr. 


R-So. 


R-Fr. 
Fr. 
Fr. 
Fr. 

R-Sr. 


R-So. 


Rr. 
Sr. 
Fr. 
Fr. 
So. 
So. 

R-Sr. 

R-Sr. 

R-Sr. 

R-Fr. 
So. 

R-Fr. 
Fr. 


R-So. 


Sr. 
Fr. 
R-Sr. 
Fr. 
R-Fr. 
Fr. 


R-So. 


Fr. 
So. 
Sr. 
So. 
Fr. 
R-Fr. 
R-Fr. 
Jr. 
R-Fr. 
Jr. 
Fr. 
Rr. 
Fr. 
Jr. 
Fr. 
R-Fr. 
R-Sr. 


HS 
2b 
HS 
AL 
HS 
AL 
SQ 
AL 
SQ 
1L 
AL 
SQ 
RS 
1L 
SQ 
SQ 
RS 
HS 
HS 
HS 
3L 
1L 
2b 
TR 
HS 
HS 
AL 
AL 
1L 
1L 
SQ 
RS 
ML 
RS 
HS 
AL 
3L 
HS 
3L 
HS 
RS 
HS 
SQ 
HS 
1L 
3L 
AL 
HS 
RS 
RS 
TR 
RS 
FAL, 
HS 
2b 
HS 
AL 
HS 
RS 
SQ 


EX. HOMETOWN (PREVIOUS SCHOOL) 


Colleyville, Texas/Colleyville Heritage 
Baton Rouge, La./Southern Lab School 
Hampton, Ga./Dutchtown 

Mobile, Ala./St. Paul’s 

Powder Springs, Ga./McEachern 
Houston, Texas/Dekaney 

Birmingham, Ala./Spain Park 
Philadelphia, Pa./Neumann Goretti 
Woodway, Texas/Midway 

Fort Lauderdale, Fla./St. Thomas Aquinas 
Chicago, III./Phillips Academy 

Opelika, Ala./Opelika 

Vestavia Hills, Ala./Vestavia Hills 

West Monroe, La./West Monroe 

Lemont, Ill./Lemont/Indiana 

Oneonta, Ala./Oneonta/Culver-Stockton 
Glasgow, Ky./Glasgow 

Tyrone, Ga./Sandy Creek 

Baltimore, Md./St. Frances Academy 
Muscle Shoals, Ala./Muscle Shoals 
Decatur, Ala./Austin 

Santa Ana, Calif./Mater Dei 

Mandeville, La./Mandeville 

Pelham, Ala./Bessemer Academy/TCU/MSU 
Powder Springs, Ga./McEachern 

Phenix City, Ala./Central 

Havre de Grace, Md./St. Frances Academy 
Birmingham, Ala./Clay-Chalkville 

Gordo, Ala./Gordo 

Hickory, N.C./South Caldwell/Florida State 
Mountain Brook, Ala./Mountain Brook 
Montgomery, Ala./Thompson 

Forest Park, Ga./Forest Park 

Columbus, Miss./Eufaula 

Destrehan, La./Destrehan 

Indianapolis, Ind./Cathedral 
Georgetown, Texas/IMG Academy 
Middlesex, N.J./St. Joseph 

Cartersville, Ga./Cartersville 

Houston, Texas/North Shore 
Indianapolis, Ind./Warren Central 
Mountain Brook, Ala./Mountain Brook 
Saraland, Ala./Saraland 

Dublin, Ohio/Dublin Scioto 

Baton Rouge, La./University Lab 
Antioch, Calif./Antioch 

Washington, D.C./DeMatha Catholic 
Kissimmee, Fla./Narbonne 

Catawissa, Pa./Southern Columbia 
Memphis, Tenn./Briarcrest Christian 
Daphne, Ala./Daphne/Hutchinson C.C. 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla./St. Thomas Aquinas 
Miami, Fla./Cheshire Academy (Conn.) 
Birmingham, Ala./Oak Mountain 
Jacksonville, Fla./The Bolles School 
Hallandale, Fla./Miami Carol City 

Reno, Nev./Reno 

Theodore, Ala./Theodore 

Alabaster, Ala./Thompson 

Honolulu, Hawai’i/St. Louis/Cal/Riverside C.C./Wash. St. 
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NO. NAME 

89 Grant Krieger WR 6-2 
84 Joshua Lanier WR 5-11 
93 Jah-MarienLatham DL 6-3 
81 Cameron Latu TE 6-5 
70 AlexLeatherwood OL 6-6 
35 Shane Lee LB 6-0 
49 JulianLowenstein LB 6-0 
95 Jack Martin P 6-0 
48 PhidarianMathis DL 6-4 
21 Jase McClellan RB 5-11 
56 SethMcLaughlin OL 6-4 
40 JoshuaMcMillon LB 6-3 
8 John Metchie lll WR 6-0 
42 Jaylen Moody LB 6-2 
13 Malachi Moore DB 6-0 
32 Dylan Moses LB 6-3 
30 King Mwikuta LB 6-5 
73 Evan Neal OL 67 
79 Chris Owens OL 6-3 
80 Michael Parker TE 6-6 
23 Jarez Parks LB 6-4 
99 Ty Perine P/PK 6-1 
50 Gabe Pugh SN 6-5 
72 Pierce Quick OL 6-5 
85/60 Kendall Randolph TE/OL 6-4 
18 LaBryan Ray DL 6-5 
42 Sam Reed WR 6-1 
91 Gavin Reeder DL 6-0 
16 Will Reichard PKewioa 
4 Brian Robinson Jr. RB 6-1 
21 JahquezRobinson DB 6-2 
27 JoshuaRobinson DB 5-9 
2  KeilanRobinson RB 5-9 
34 QuandarriusRobinson LB 6-5 
62 Jackson Roby OL 6-5 
20 Drew Sanders LB 6-5 
24 Trey Sanders RB 6-0 
85 Charlie Scott P 6-1 
93 Tripp Slyman PK/P 6-1 
6 DeVonta Smith WR 6-1 
15 Eddie Smith DB 6-0 
43 Jordan Smith LB 5-10 
50 Tim Smith DL 6-4 
1 Kristian Story DB 6-1 
2 Patrick Surtain!l DB 6-2 
46 ChristianSwann DB 5-9 
88 Major Tennison TE) 6-5 
86 Carl Tucker TE 6-2 
7 BrandonTurnage DB 6-1 
15 Paul Tyson QB 6-5 
17 Jaylen Waddle WR 5-10 
39 Carson Ware DB 6-1 
22 Ronald Williams Jr. DB 6-2 
23 Roydell Williams RB 5-10 
3 Xavier Williams WR 6-1 
37 Sam Willoughby DB 5-10 
3 Daniel Wright DB 6-1 
90 StephonWynn Jr. DL 6-4 
9 Bryce Young QB 6-0 
47 Byron Young DL 6-3 


192 
160 
285 
250 
312 
240 
201 
206 
312 
212 
280 
240 
195 
225 
182 
240 
238 
360 
315 
232 
240 
218 
273 
280 
298 
295 
165 
292 
190 
228 
190 
180 
190 
220 
285 
230 
214 
195 
180 
175 
196 
210 
320 
215 
202 
179 
252 
248 
186 
228 
182 
190 
190 
210 
190 
165 
195 
310 
194 
292 


POS: HT. WI ek: 


So. 


R-Sr. 


Era 


R-So. 


Sr. 
So. 


R-Fr. 


So. 
Ror. 
Fr. 
Fra 
Gr. 
So. 
Jr. 
Fr. 
Sr. 
So. 
So. 


R-Sr. 
R-So. 
R-So. 


So. 


R-Fr. 


R-Fr. 
Ror. 
Rr. 
So. 
R-Fr. 
So. 
Sr. 
Fr. 
Rr. 
So. 
Fr. 
de 
Fr. 


Robt 


Sr. 


R-So. 


Sr. 


R-So. 


Fr. 
ier 
Fr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Rr. 
Sr. 


Robt 


R-Fr. 
Jr. 
R-Fr. 
Ue: 
Fr. 


R-So. 


Fr. 
RJr. 


R-So. 


Era 
So. 


SQ 
SQ 
HS 
IL 
3L 
IL 
RS 
SQ 
AL 
HS 
HS 
2b 
AL 
2b 
HS 
2b 
AL 
IL 
3L 
SQ 
AL 
IL 
RS 
RS 
AL 
2b 
SQ 
RS 
AL 
3L 
HS 
SQ 
AL 
HS 
SQ 
HS 
RS 
TR 
SQ 
3L 
ih 
HS 
HS 
HS 
Al 
SQ 
2L 
TR 
RS 
RS 
aL 
SQ 
TR 
HS 
1L 
HS 
AL 
IL 
HS 
IL 


EX. HOMETOWN (PREVIOUS SCHOOL) 


Pittsburgh, Pa./Pine-Richland 
Tuscaloosa, Ala./Tuscaloosa Academy/UNA 
Reform, Ala./Pickens County 

Salt Lake City, Utah/Olympus 
Pensacola, Fla./Booker T. Washington 
Burtonsville, Md./St. Frances Academy 
Sarasota, Fla./Riverview 

Mobile, Ala./McGill-Toolen 

Wisner, La./Neville 

Aledo, Texas/Aledo 

Buford, Ga./Buford 

Memphis, Tenn./Whitehaven 
Brampton, Canada/St. James School (Md.) 
Conway, S.C./Conway 

Trussville, Ala./Hewitt-Trussville 
Alexandria, La./IMG Academy 

West Point, Ga./Troup County 
Okeechobee, Fla./IMG Academy 
Arlington, Texas/Lamar 

Huntsville, Ala./Westminster Christian 
Fellsmere, Fla./Sebastian River 
Prattville, Ala./Prattville 

Tuscaloosa, Ala./Northridge 
Trussville, Ala./Hewitt-Trussville 
Madison, Ala./Bob Jones 

Madison, Ala./James Clemens 
Mountain Brook, Ala./Mountain Brook 
Charlotte, N.C./Providence 

Hoover, Ala./Hoover 

Tuscaloosa, Ala./Hillcrest 
Jacksonville, Fla./Sandalwood 
Hoover, Ala./Hoover 

Washington, D.C./St. John’s 
Birmingham, Ala./Jackson-Olin 
Huntsville, Ala./Huntsville 

Denton, Texas/Ryan 

Port Saint Joe, Fla./IMG Academy 
Greenwood Village, Colo./Cherry Creek/Air Force 
Huntsville, Ala./Randolph 

Amite, La./Amite 

Slidell, La./Salmen 

Chelsea, Ala./Chelsea 

Sebastian, Fla./Sebastian River 
Lanett, Ala./Lanett 


Plantation, Fla./American Heritage 
Mableton, Ga./Pebblebrook 

Flint, Texas/Bullard 

Concord, N.C./Hough/North Carolina 
Oxford, Miss./Lafayette 

Trussville, Ala./Hewitt-Trussville 
Houston, Texas/Episcopal 

Muscle Shoals, Ala./Muscle Shoals 
Ferriday, La./ Ferriday/Hutchinson C.C. 
Hueytown, Ala./Hueytown 

Hollywood, Fla./Chaminade-Madonna Prep 


Vestavia Hills, Ala./Vestavia Hills 


Fort Lauderdale, Fla./Boyd Anderson 
Anderson, S.C./IMG Academy 
Pasadena, Calif./Mater Dei 


Laurel, Miss./West Jones 
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DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE DEFENSE SPECIAL TEAMS 
LT 70 Alex Leatherwood 6-6 312 Sr. DE 18 LaBryan Ray 6-5 295 R-Jr. PK/KO 16 Will Recihard 6-1 190 So. 
79 Chris Owens 6-3 315 R-Sr. -or- 92 Justin Eboigbe 6-5 285 So. 97 Joseph Bulovas 6-0 215 R-Jr. 
LG 65 Deonte Brown 6-4 350 R-Sr. 47 Byron Young 6-3 292 So. -or- 82 Chase Allen 6-2 188 Fr. 
75 Tommy Brown 6-7 320 R-So. NG 94 DJDale 6-3 307 So. 
Cc 79 Chris Owens 6-3 315 R-Sr. 50 Tim Smith 6-4 320 Fr. HOLD 10 Mac Jones 6-3 214 R-Jr. 
71 Darrian Dalcourt 6-3 300 So. DE 58 Christian Barmore 6-5 310 R-So. -or- 18 Slade Bolden 5-11 191 R-So. 
RG 55 Emil Ekiyor Jr. 6-3 324 R-So. -or- 48  Phidarian Mathis 6-4 312 R-Jr. 
78 Amari Kight 6-7 318 R-Fr. 98 Jamil Burroughs 6-3 326 Fr. P 85 Charlie Scott 6-1 195 Sr. 
RT 73 Evan Neal 6-7 360 So. SAM 4 Christopher Allen 6-4 252 R-Jr. 99 Ty Perine 6-1 218 So. 
85/60 Kendall Randolph 6-4 298 R-Jr. -or- 1 Ben Davis 6-4 250 R-Sr. -or- 98 Sam Johnson 6-3 215 Fr. 
-or- 57 Javion Cohen 6-4 325 Fr. 30 King Mwikuta 6-5 238 So. 
TE 87 Miller Forristall 6-5 244 R-Sr. MIKE 32 Dylan Moses 6-3 240 Sr. SN 45 Thomas Fletcher 6-2 231 Sr. 
85/60 Kendall Randolph 6-4 298 R-Jr. 42  Jaylen Moody 6-2 225 Jr. 
-or- 88 Major Tennison 6-5 252 R-Jr. -or- 35 ShaneLee 6-0 240 So. PR 18 Slade Bolden 5-11 191 R-So. 
-or- 86 Carl Tucker 6-2 248 Sr. WILL 8 Christian Harris 6-2 232 So. 6 DeVonta Smith 6-1 175 Sr. 
-or- 19  Jahleel Billingsley 6-4 230 So. 40 Joshua McMillon 6-3 240 Gr. 2 Patrick Surtain II 6-2 202 Jr. 
-or- 81 Cameron Latu 6-5 250 R-So. -or- 10 Ale Kaho 6-1 235 Jr. 
QB 10 Mac Jones 6-3 214 R-Jr. -Or- 37 Demouy Kennedy 6-3 215 Fr. KOR 4 Brian Robinson Jr. 6-1 228 Sr. 
9 Bryce Young 6-0 194 Fr. JACK 31 Will Anderson Jr. 6-4 235 Fr. -and- 18 Slade Bolden 5-11 191 R-So. 
-or- 15 Paul Tyson 6-5 228 R-Fr. 20 Drew Sanders 6-5 230 Fr. 19 Jahleel Billingsley 6-4 230 So. 
RB 22  Najee Harris 6-2 230 Sr. CB 2 Patrick Surtain II 6-2 202 Jr. -and- 22 Najee Harris 6-2 230 Sr. 
4 Brian Robinson Jr. 6-1 228 Sr. 5 Jalyn Armour-Davis 6-1 192 R-So. 
21 Jase McClellan 5-11 212 Fr. CB 28 Josh Jobe 6-1 192 Jr. 
-or- 23  Roydell Williams 5-10 210 Fr. 26 Marcus Banks 6-0 180 So. 
WR(Z) 8 John Metchie III 6-0 195 So. -or- 7 Brandon Turnage 6-1 186 R-Fr. 
3 Xavier Williams 6-1 190 R-So. FS 3. Daniel Wright 6-1 210 So. 
WR(X) 6 DeVonta Smith 6-1 175 Sr. 29 DeMarcco Hellams 6-1 208 So. 
5 Javon Baker 6-2 195 Fr. ss 9 Jordan Battle 6-1 210 So. 
-or- 11 Traeshon Holden 6-3 208 Fr. 15 Eddie Smith 6-0 196 R-So. 
WR(H)18 Slade Bolden 5-11 191 R-So. STAR 13 Malachi Moore 6-0 182 Fr. 
14 Thaiu Jones-Bell 6-0 190 Fr. -or- 14 Brian Branch 6-0 190 Fr. 


ERICAL ROSTER 


NO. NAME Pos. 18 LaBryan Ray DL 4) Chris Braswell LB TS Tommy Brown OL 
1 Ben Davis LB 19 Jahleel Billingsley TE 42 Jaylen Moody LB 78 Amari Kight OL 
2 Keilan Robinson RB 19 Stone Hollenbach QB 42 Sam Reed WR 79 Chris Owens OL 
2. Patrick Surtain II DB 20 Drew Sanders LB 43 Jordan Smith LB 80 Michael Parker TE 
3 Xavier Williams WR 21 Jase McClellan RB 4S Thomas Fletcher SN 81 Cameron Latu TE 
a} Daniel Wright DB 21 Jahquez Robinson DB 46 Melvin Billingsley Te 82 Chase Allen PK 
4 Christopher Allen LB 22 Najee Harris RB 46 Christian Swann DB 83 Richard Hunt TE 
4 Brian Robinson Jr. RB 22 Ronald Williams Jr. DB Al Byron Young DL 84 Joshua Lanier WR 
5 Jalyn Armour-Davis DB 23 Jarez Parks LB 48 Phidarian Mathis DL 85 Drew Kobayashi WR 
5 Javon Baker WR 23 Roydell Williams RB 49 Julian Lowenstein LB 85/60 Kendall Randolph TE/OL 
6 DeVonta Smith WR 24 Clark Griffin LB 50 Gabe Pugh SN 85 Charlie Scott P 
u Braxton Barker QB 24 Trey Sanders RB 50 Tim Smith DL 86 Carl Tucker ule 
We Brandon Turnage DB 25) DJ Douglas DB 51 Tanner Bowles fayl, 87 Miller Forristall Ws 
8 Christian Harris LB 26 Marcus Banks DB 52 Braylen Ingraham DL 88 Major Tennison TE 
8 John Metchie III WR 27 Kyle Edwards RB 53 Matthew Barnhill LB 89 Grant Krieger WR 
9 Jordan Battle DB 27 Joshua Robinson DB 54 Kyle Flood Jr. LB 90 Stephon Wynn Jr. DL 
9 Bryce Young QB 28 Josh Jobe DB 55 Emil Ekiyor Jr. OL 91 Gavin Reeder DL 
10 Mac Jones QB 29 DeMarcco Hellams DB 56 Seth McLaughlin OL 92 Justin Eboigbe DL 
10 Ale Kaho LB 30 King Mwikuta LB 57 Javion Cohen OL 93 Jah-Marien Latham DL 
il) Traeshon Holden WR 31 will Anderson Jr. LB Sv Joe Donald LB 93 Tripp Slyman PK/P 
" Kristian Story DB 32 Dylan Moses LB 58 Christian Barmore DL 94 DJ Dale DL 
1a Logan Burnett QB 33 Jackson Bratton LB 59 Jake Hall SN 95 Jack Martin P 
13 Malachi Moore DB 34 Quandarrius Robinson LB 62 Jackson Roby ‘ole 96 Landon Bothwell DL 
14 Brian Branch DB 35) Cooper Bishop RB 65 Deonte Brown OL 97 Joseph Bulovas PK 
14 Thaiu Jones-Bell WR 35 Shane Lee LB 67 Donovan Hardin OL 97 LT Ikner DL 
15 Eddie Smith DB 36 Bret Bolin WR 69 Landon Dickerson OL 98 Jamil Burroughs DL 
aby Paul Tyson QB 37 Demouy Kennedy LB 70 Alex Leatherwood OL 98 Sam Johnson P 
16 Jayden George QB 37 Sam Willoughby DB Zl Darrian Dalcourt OL 99 Ty Perine P/PK 
16 Will Reichard PK 38 Jalen Edwards DB 72 Pierce Quick OL 

7 Jaylen Waddle WR 39 Carson Ware DB 73 Evan Neal OL 

18 Slade Bolden WR 40 Joshua McMillon LB 74 Damieon George Jr. OL 
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FOUNDED 


1870 


LOCATION 
COLUMBUS, 
OHIO 


ENROLLMENT 


61,369 


NATIONAL TITLES 


BIG TEN TITLES 
HEISMAN TROPHY WINNERS 


ALL-TIME WINS 


931 


UNANIMOUS ALL-AMERICA 
SELECTIONS 


39 


FIRST-ROUND 
NFL DRAFT PICKS 


84 


FAMOUS ALUMNI 
(NON-FOOTBALL) 


PATRICIA HEATON 
CLARK KELLOGG 
JACK NICKLAUS 
JESSE OWENS 
KATIE SMITH 
KYLE SNYDER 


MIAMI. 
THANKS FOR HOSTING. 
WE BROUGHT BEER 
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t The Ohio State University, we CHAMPION HUMAN POTENTIAL™ 

through unrivaled experiences that bring together expertise, ideas and 

resources wherever we are. Together, we empower people and their 
potential to advance innovations, solve complex problems and anticipate the 
unimagined — propelling humanity forward at a scale few others can match. 

Ohio State is a world-class flagship public research university with a 
nationally recognized academic medical center. Ohio State is at once urban 
and rural, focused on advancing its land-grant mission and leading the higher 
education landscape in the areas of teaching and learning, access to an 
excellent and affordable education, groundbreaking research and creative 
expression, outstanding academic health care, and operational excellence 
and resource stewardship. 

The university offers 250 undergraduate majors, specialties and tracks, 
along with 290 master’s, doctoral and professional degree programs. Across 
all campuses, Ohio State includes 68,000 students, 7,583 faculty and 41,447 
staff, as well as more than 300 academic and interdisciplinary research centers 
and institutes. The largest of its six campuses is located in Columbus, Ohio, 
which is one of the fastest growing cities in the country and is the state capital. 

Ohio State is recognized among the most far-reaching and collaborative 
universities. With a dynamic and engaged group of more than 570,000 living 
alumni and extensive partnerships locally and globally, Ohio State has an 
unparalleled capacity to bring together people and provide expertise and 
resources to address challenges across the state, nation and world. We build 
vibrant communities with the belief that all things are possible. We create 
lasting impact far greater than any one person could accomplish alone - 
elevating the human experience and inspiring others to do the same. 
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ationally recognized as one of the most comprehensive in all of college 
athletics, the Ohio State Department of Athletics offers 36 intercollegiate 
sports - 17 women’s, 16 men’s and three co-ed - and approximately 
1,000 student-athletes, nearly two-thirds of whom are OSU Scholar-Athletes 
and nearly one-half who are Academic All-Big Ten honorees. Few schools can 
boast the overall history of success the Ohio State Buckeyes have enjoyed 
over the years. Ohio State teams claim numerous Big Ten championships, 
compete in NCAA tournaments and vie for national titles while producing 
countless individual conference and national champions, All-Americans and 
scholar-athletes. The program has finished No. 2 in the nation in the prestigious 
Learfield/IMG Director’s Cup standings twice in the past four years. 
The Department of Athletics is one of approximately 20 nationwide that is 
self-sustaining and receives no university funds, tax dollars or student fees. 
It is under the direction of Gene Smith, just the eighth athletics director in the 
athletics program’s history. Some of the greatest names in athletics have worn 
the Scarlet and Gray, most notably four-time Olympic gold medalist Jesse 
Owens, golf great Jack Nicklaus, two-time Heisman Trophy winner Archie 
Griffin and three-time Olympian and one of the Top 15 WNBA players of 
all-time, Katie Smith. Athletic Director 
The student-athlete experience has been significantly enhanced over the 
years. At Ohio State for example, we place great emphasis on “life after sport” 
through the Eugene D. Smith Leadership Institute, which provides leadership, 
character, and career development opportunities to all student-athletes in 
order to best prepare them for life after graduation. This is in addition to a 
national model Student-Athlete Support Services Office that supports the 
University and Athletic Department missions by providing programs and 
services that promote degree attainment and comprehensive personal 
i aaa SASSO highlights include: 
An academic counselor assigned each team to provide accurate, 
academic information and planning related to a student's college 
progress and degree program; 
Priority scheduling; 
Learning specialists and mentors; and 
Study table and tutoring programs. 
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Association of America 


CONGRATULATES THE INAUGURAL RECIPIENT OF THE 
EDWARD ASCHOFF RISING STAR AWARD! 


DAVID UBBEN 
THE ATHLETIC 


FOOTBALLWRITERS.COM  @THEFWAA 


OHIO STATE 


BUCKEYES 


HEAD COACH 


RYAN DAY 


Ryan Day is in his second full season as head coach of the Ohio State 
Buckeyes. He has guided the Buckeyes to back-to-back Big Ten Conference 
championships and also to consecutive College Football Playoff appearances. 


His record through his first 
two seasons as a head coach 
is now 22-1 with a 15-O mark in 
Big Ten Conference games. 

Day is the first Ohio State coach 
in 40 years to be named Big Ten 
Conference Coach of the Year, and 
he earned the honor in 2019 by 
coaching, developing and leading 
one of the best teams ever in school 
history. His 2019 Buckeyes were 
dominant, winning 13 consecutive 
games by an average of over 36 
points per game while ranking 
in the Top 5 of 12 major NCAA 
statistical categories, including 
No. 1 in total defense, No. 1in 
pass defense and pass efficiency 
defense, No. 1 in offensive third 
down pct. and No. 4 in total offense. 

His 2019 Buckeyes became 
the first Big Ten team ever to win 
three consecutive outright Big Ten 
titles and the team advanced to 
the College Football Playoffs for 
the third time in the six-year playoff 
history. Day’s 13 victories in 2019 
are tied for the most by a first-year 
FBS head coach and he is the first 
coach to win 13 games without 
the benefit of a bowl victory. The 
Buckeyes were ranked among the 
nation’s Top 5 in 14 of 16 weeks. 

Individually in 2019, Day 
coached a third consecutive Big 
Ten Quarterback of the Year (Justin 
Fields) and his program featured 
the first 2,000-yard running back in 
school history (J.K. Dobbins), two 
Heisman Trophy finalists (Fields 
and Chase Young) - only the sixth 
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time this has been accomplished 

- and four first-team All-Americans 
(Wyatt Davis, Dobbins, Jeff 
Okudah and Young). He was 
considered for virtually every 
national coach of the year honor 
and was named the first-year 
Coach of the Year by the Football 
Writers Association of America. 


DAY’S IMPACT 

The impact Day has had on 
the program in such a short 
time has been considerable. 

No team has more passing 
touchdowns the past three seasons 
than the 138 that Ohio State 
quarterbacks have thrown in that 
time. Ohio State also ranks 11th over 
the past three seasons in passing 
yards per game (296.7) and third 
in completion percentage (67.8). 

Day’s Ohio State offenses have 
scored 234 offense touchdowns 
- second-most nationally - and 
their average of 523.8 yards per 
game is third best. The Buckeyes 
have topped 500 yards in 
total offense 27 times and 600 
yards nine times under Day. 

Ohio State is 44-4 and has 
won ten championships in Day’s 
four years with the program: four 
consecutive Big Ten Conference 
championships; four Big Ten East 
Division titles; the 2018 Cotton 
Bowl and the 2019 Rose Bowl. 

In 2018 Ohio State ranked 
second nationally in total offense 
and passing yards, and No. 8 in 
scoring. It established Big Ten 


Conference records for offensive 
yards per game (535.6), passing 
yards (5,100), passing yards 

per game (373.0), touchdown 
passes (51), completions (396) 
and total plays (1,131). 

Day, and his wife, Christina, 
who is referred to as “Nina,” have 
three children: Ryan Jr. or “RJ”, 
Grace and Ourania or “Nia”. 


Assistant Head Coach Safeties/ Defensive Coordinator/ Quarterbacks Coach 
for Offense/ Special Teams Secondary Coach 
Running Backs Coordinator 


Wide Receivers Coach Associate Assistant AD Co-Defensive 


Head Coach/ for Sports Performance Coordinator 
Defensive Line Coach 


i 
oo —™ 
: : 
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l 1 
Offensive Line Coach Linebackers Coach Offensive Coordinator/ 
Tight Ends Coach 
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“The Best Damn Band in the 
Land” is the 228 member, all 
brass and percussion Ohio State 
Marching Band that formed in 1878 
as a military band. Also known as 
“The Pride of the Buckeyes,” the 
band perhaps is best know for 
the incomparable Script Ohio. 

Script Ohio was first performed 
bhy the band on Oct. 10, 1936, and 
is widely known as the signature 
of the Ohio State Marching Band. 
Each time the band peforms 
Script Ohio, a fourth- or fifth-year 
sousaphone player is chosen to 
stand as the dot of the “i”. 


The Ohio State University Spirit 
Program consists of The Ohio State 
University Cheerleaders, Dance Team, 
and Brutus Buckeye. Serving as a 
fundamental part of Ohio State, the 
teams promote Buckeye Spirit at a 
multitude of athletic events including 


Football, Men’s and Women’s 
Basketball, Wrestling, Volleyball, and 
Ice Hockey. In addition, the team 
plays an integral role in the Ohio State 
Community by performing at pep 
rallies, parades, and other University- 
related events throughout Columbus. 
Melissa McGhee, head dance 
coach at Ohio State, was selected 
as the National Dance Coaches 
Association College Coach of 
the Year for 2020. This past 
January, McGhee led the Buckeye 
dance team to its fourth national 
championship, claiming gold at the 
D1A Jazz National Championship 
in Orlando, Fla. The Buckeyes took 
home silver in the Pom category 
after winning national titles in that 
category in both 2018 and 2019. She 
is assisted by Patrick Carmichael. 
The Ohio State cheerleaders 
are coached by Ben Schreiber and 
assistants Siobhan St. John and 
Ray Sharp. 


One of the more visible symbols 
of Ohio State Athletics for more 
than 50 years is Brutus Buckeye, 
the school’s mascot. In 1965, an art 
student designed and introduced 
the first Brutus, while the name 
was chosen in a contest. 


Ohio State proudly boasts an 
alma mater (Carmen Ohio), two 
fight songs (Across the Field and 
Buckeye Battle Cry) and a state 
rock song (Hang on Sloopy). 


Ohio State’s official school 
colors since 1878, scarlet and 
gray, were chosen by a group of 
three students in a lecture room 
in University Hall because “it 
was a pleasing combination.” 
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SAF « R-Fr. WR « Sr. LB + So. TE + R-Fr. CB + Fr. 


RB «So. CB «Gr. RB + R-So. CB « Jr. K+ R-Jr. 
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RB « Fr. P+Gr. WR « Gr. SAF « Gr. LB + Gr. 


SAF « Jr. LS + R-Sr. SAF + R-So. 


LB + R-So. LB + R-So. LB + Gr. TE + Fr. OL + Gr. 
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OL + R-Fr. OL + R-Fr. OL + Gr. DL + R-So. OL + R-So. 


OC « Gr. DT « Jr. OL « Fr. OL + R-So. OT «Sr. 
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OL + So. OT + Fr. OL + So. WR + R-So. 


WR + R-So. TE «Fr. 


DT + R-Jr. WR + R-Jr. TEs Jr. TE+Gr. DT + R-Fr. 


DT - Gr. DL - Fr. LS + R-So. 


K+ Gr. P+R-Fr. DE + R-Fr. Ke Fr. 
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TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS 


en 


ticketmaster° 


OHIO STATE 


BUCKEYES 


ALPHABETICAL ROSTER 


HOGTET 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. EX. HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. EX. HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL 

18 J.P. Andrade QB 6-2 210 Jr. So. La Verne, Calif./Bonita 69 Trey Leroux OT 67 335 Fr. Fr. Norwalk, Ohio/Norwalk 

18 Kamryn Babb WR 6-0 197 Jr. So. St. Louis, Mo./Christian Brothers College 10 Cameron Martinez DB 5-10 188 Fr. Fr. | Muskegon, Mich./Muskegon 

7 Sevyn Banks** CB 6-1 200 Jr. Jr. Orlando, Fla.Jones 3  DemarioMcCall*** RB 5-9 195 Gr. Sr. North Ridgeville, Ohio/North Ridgeville 
43 Ryan Batsch SAF 6-2 220 Jr. So. Loveland, Ohio/Loveland 94 RoenMcCullough LS 6-1 230 Jr. So. Columbus, Ohio/Worthington Kilbourne 
33 Chris Booker DB 6-3 185 Sr. Jr. Dayton, Ohio/John Burroughs 42 LloydMcFarquhar CB 5-9 170 Jr. So. Cleveland/Brush 

32. Tuf Borland***C LB 6-1 234 Gr. Sr. Bolingbrook, IIl./Bolingbrook 90 JadenMcKenzie DT 6-2 290 So. Fr. Wake Forest, N.C./Wake Forest 

50 Nathan Brock OL 6-4 290 5th Sr. Powell, Ohio/Olentangy Liberty 37. Mitchell Melton LB 6-3 243 Fr. Fr. Olney, Md./Good Counsel 

26 CameronBrown* CB 6-0 192 Jr. Jr. St. Louis, Mo./Christian Brothers College 76 Harry Miller* OL 6-4 315 So. So. Buford, Ga./Buford 

5 Baron Browning*** LB 6-3 240 Sr. Sr. Fort Worth, Texas/Kennedale 9 Jack Miller III QB 6-3 215 Fr. Fr. Scottsdale, Ariz./Chaparral 

86 Jerron Cage* DT 6-2 299 Sr. Jr. Cincinnati/Winton Woods 3  TeradjaMitchell** LB 6-2 242 Jr. Jr. Virginia Beach, Va./Bishop Sullivan 

4 LejondCavazos CB 6-0 195 Fr. Fr. San Antonio, Texas/IMG Academy 75 Thayer Munford*** OT 6-6 315 Sr. Sr. Cincinnati/Massillon Washington 

22 SteeleChambers RB 6-1 220 Fr. Fr. Roswell, Ga./Blessed Trinity Catholic 71 Josh Myers**C. @le a si Gr. Jr. Miamisburg, Ohio/Miamisburg 

91 DrueChrisman*** P 6-3 222 Gr. Sr. Cincinnati, Ohio/LaSalle 2 Chris Olave** WR 6-1 188 Jr. Jr. San Marcos, Calif./Mission Hills 

O Jonathon Cooper***C DE 6-4 257 Gr. Sr. Gahanna, Ohio/Lincoln 96 MichaelO’Shaughnessy P 6-3 200 So. Fr. NewAlbany, Ohio/New Albany 

43 Robert Cope RB 5-9 198 Jr. So. Dublin, Ohio/Jerome 78 Nicholas Petit-Frere* OT 6-5 305 Jr. So. Tampa, Fla./Berkeley Prep 

93 Jacolbe Cowan DL 6-4 Charlotte, N.C./Providence Day K’Vaughan Pope** LB Dinwiddie, Va./Dinwiddie 

56 Aaron Cox DL 6-3 Mantua, Ohio/Crestwood Noah Potter DE Mentor, Ohio/Mentor 

24 MarcusCrowley RB 6-1 205 So. So. Jacksonville, Fla./Trinity Christian Academy 41 Josh Proctor** SAF 6-2 202 Jr. Jr. Owasso, Okla./Owasso 

61 Gavin Cupp** OL 6-4 308 Gr. Sr. _Leipsic, Ohio/Leipsic 12 LathanRansom SAF 6-1 198 Fr. Fr. Tuscon, Ariz./Salpointe Catholic 

38 Marvin Davies WR 5-11 200 Fr. Fr. Cleveland/Orange 80 Corey Rau TE 6-4 260 5th Sr. _ Katy, Texas/SMU & Cinco Ranch 

52 Wyatt Davis**C OL 6-4 315 Sr. Jr. Bellflower, Calif./St. John Bosco 42 BradleyRobinson LS 6-1 230 5th Sr. Troy, Mich./Athens 

30 Kevin Dever SAF 6-0 195 Gr. Jr. Cleveland/St. Edward’s 34 Mitch Rossi* TE 6-0 245 Sk Jr. Franklin, Tenn./Franklin 

28 Dominic DiMacci OK 5-8 192 Sr. Jr. Powell, Ohio/DeSales 84 Joe Royer TE 6-5 240 Fr. Fr. Cincinnati/Elder 

35 Tommy EichenbergLB 6-2 238 So. Fr.  Cleveland/St. Ignatius 88 Jeremy Ruckert** TE 6-5 253 de Jr. Lindenhurst, N.Y./Lindenhurst 

89 Luke Farrell*** TE 6-6 258 Gr. Sr. Perry, Ohio/Perry 44 BenSchmiesing LB 6-1 225 Jr So. Piqua, Ohio/Piqua 

1 Justin Fields*C QB 6-3 228 Jr. Jr. Kennesaw, Ga./Harrison 13 Gee Scott Jr. WR 6-3 210 Fr. Fr. Seattle, Wash./Eastside Catholic 

4 Julian Fleming WR 6-2 200 Fr. Fr.  Catawissa, Pa./Southern Columbia 8 Trey Sermon RB 6-1 215 Gr. Sr. Marietta, Ga./University of Oklahoma/Sprayberry 
54 Tyler Friday** DE 6-3 265 Jr. Jr. Ramsey, N.J./Don Bosco Prep 17 Bryson Shaw SAF 6-1 195 So. Fr. Eldersburg, Md./Bullis School 

70 Josh Fryar OL 6-6 308 Fr. Fr. BeechGrove, Ill./Beech Grove 39 Cody Simon LB 6-1 225 Fr. Fr. Jersey City, N.J./St. Peter's Prep 

19 Dallas Gant** LB 6-3 232 Jr. Jr. Toledo, Ohio/St. John’s Jesuit 49 Darryl Sinclair WR 5-9 180 Gr. Jr. Solon Ohio/Solon 

87 Elliiah Gardiner WR 6-3 200 Sr. Jr. Kemp, Texas/Kemp 60 Ryan Smith OL 6-1 285 So. Fr. Medina, Ohio/Buckeye 

92 Haskell Garrett*** DT 6-2 299 Gr. Sr. Las Vegas, Nev./Bishop Gorman 1 Tyreke Smith** DE 6-4 267 Jr. Jr. Cleveland/Cleveland Heights 

49 Patrick Gurd TE 6-4 230 Fr. Fr. New Albany, Ohio/New Albany 11 Jaxon Smith-Njigba WR 6-0 196 Fr. Fr. Rockwall, Texas/Rockwall 

57 Zaid Hamdan DT 5-11 265 Jr/So. Fr. Mason, Ohio/Mason 59 ZachStevenson OL 6-1 295 So. Fr. Lewis Center, Ohio/Olentangy Orange 
83 Cormontae Hamilton DL 6-2 265 So. Fr. Memphis, Tenn./WhitehavenV 16 Cade Stover TE 6-4 255 So. Fr. Mansfield, Ohio/Lexington 

58 Ty Hamilton DL 6-3 278 Fr. Fr. Pickerington, Ohio/Central 14 C.J. Stroud QB 6-3 205 Fr. Fr. Rancho Cucamonga, Calif./Rancho Cucamonga 
15 Jaylen Harris** WR 6-5 215 Sr. Sr. Cleveland/Cleveland Heights 34 Alec Taylor DB 6-1 195 Jr. Jr. Steubenville, Ohio/Steubenville 

9 Zach Harrison* DE 6-6 265 So. So. Lewis Center, Ohio/Olentangy Orange 33 Master Teague lll* RB 5-11 225 Jr. So. Murfreesboro, Tenn./Blackman 

95 BlakeHaubeil*** K 6-3 230 Gr. Sr. Buffalo, N.Y./Canisius 72 Tommy Togiai** DT 6-2 300 Jr. Jr. Pocatello, Idaho/Highland 

81 Jake Hausmann** TE 6-4 255 Gr. Sr. Cincinnati/Archbishop Moeller 73 Grant Toutant OL 6-6 307 Fr. Fr. Warren, Mich./De La Salle 

59 DarrionHenry-YoungDL 6-4 275 Fr. Fr. Cincinnati, Ohio/Princeton 17 Danny Vanatsky QB 6-1 210 Jr. So. Cincinnati/Christian Academy 

14 RonnieHickman SAF 6-1 205 So. Fr. Wayne,N.J./DePaul Catholic 66 Enokk Vimahi OL 6-4 305 So. Fr. Kahuku, Hawaii/Kahuku 

47 Justin Hilliard***C LB 6-1 231 Gr. Sr. Cincinnati/St. Xavier H.S. 6 Taron Vincent* DT 6-2 295 Jr. So. Baltimore, Md./IMG Academy 

12 Gunnar Hoak QB 6-4 215 Gr. Sr. Dublin, Ohio/University of Kentucky/Coffman 24 ShaunWade**C CB 6-1 195 Gr. Jr. Jacksonville, Fla./Trinity Christian Academy 
23 Marcus Hooker* SAF 5-11 200 Jr. So. New Castle, Pa./New Castle 16 Ryan Watts CB 6-3 195 Fr. Fr. Little Elm, Texas/Little Elm 

29 Zach Hoover P 6-2 200 Gr. Sr. Toledo, Ohio/Central Catholic 20 Pete Werner*** LB 6-3 242 Sr. Sr. Indianapolis/Cathedral 

52 AntwuanJackson* DT 6-2 295 Gr. Sr. Ellenwood, Ga./Cedar Grove H.S./Blinn JC 82 Sam Wiglusz WR 5-11 185 Jr So. Brecksville, Ohio/Brecksville-Bridgeview Hts. 
68 Ryan Jacoby OL 6-5 310 So. Fr. Mentor, Ohio/Mentor 51 TrayvonWilburn LB 5-11 222 Jr. So. Cincinnati/Mount Healthy 

67 Jakob James OL 6-5 295 Fr. Fr. Cincinnati/Elder 6 Jameson Williams* WR 6-2 188 So. So. St.Louis, Mo./Cardinal Ritter 

64 Jack Jamieson OL 6-1 285 Jr. So. Lakewood, Ohio/St. Ignatius 2 Kourt Williams SAF 6-1 221 Fr. Fr. Bellflower, Calif./St. John Bosco 

8 Javontae Jean-Baptiste* DE 6-5 250 Jr. So. Spring Valley, N.J./Bergen Catholic 28 Miyan Williams RB 5-8 227 Fr. Fr. Cincinnati/Winton Woods 

77 ParisJohnsonJr. OT 6-6 305 Fr. Fr. Cincinnati, Ohio/Princeton 21 Marcus Williamson*** CB 5-10 186 Gr. Sr. Westerville, Ohio/IMG Academy 

13 TyrekeJohnson* CB 6-1 195 Jr. So. Jacksonville, Fla./Trinity Christian Academy 5 Garrett Wilson* WR 6-0 193 So. So. Austin, Texas/Lake Travis 

25 XavierJohnson* RB 6-2. 215 Jr. So. — Cincinnati/Summit Country Day 74 Max Wray OL 6-7 308 Jr. So. — Franklin, Tenn./Franklin 

79 Dawand Jones* OL 6-8 360 So. So. _ Indianapolis/Ben Davis 53 Luke Wypler OL 6-3 295 Fr. Fr. Montvale, N.J./St. Joseph Regional 

55 Matthew Jones* OL 6-4 310 Jr. So. Brooklyn, N.Y. /Erasmus Hall 15 Craig Young* LB 6-3 228 So. So. Fort Wayne, Ind./Wayne 


46 CadeKacherski* LB 6-2 225 Jr. So. Dublin, Ohio/Jerome 

38 Cameron Kittle DB 6-0 185 Fr. Fr. Glouster, Ohio/Trimble 

62 Chris Kuhn OL 6-5 305 Jr. So. Sandusky, Ohio/St. Mary 
85 AustinKutscher WR 6-0 195 Jr. So. Massillon, Ohio/Washington 


19 Jagger LaRoe QB 6-3 220 Jr. So. Colleyville, Texas/Texas A&M/Colleyville Heritage C-Captain Gr. - Graduated *Varsity letters won Updated 11-9-2020 
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Mostar «*QHIO STATE 


BUCKEYES 


DEPTH CHART 


Unofficial 
OFFENSE DEFENSE SPECIAL TEAMS 
QB 1 Justin Fields 6-3 228 Jr. DE O Jonathon Cooper 6-4 257 Gr. K 95 Blake Haubeil 6-3 230 Si 
12. Gunnar Hoak 6-4 215 Gr. 9 Zach Harrison 6-6 265 So. 28 Dominic DiMaccio 5-8 192 Ae 
or 9 Jack Miller III 6-3 215 Fr. or 8 Javontae Jean Baptiste 6-5 250 So. és 98 Jake Seibert 6-1 200 Fr. 
or 14 C.J. Stroud 6-3 205 Fr. 83 Cormontae Hamilter 6-2 265 Fr. p 91 Drue- Chrisman 6-3 222 Sk 
RB 8 Trey Sermon 6-1 215 Gr. NT 72 Tommy Togiai 6-2 300 Jr. 96° Zack Hoover 6-2 200 Gr. 
or 33 Master Teague Ill 5-11 225 So. 55 Jerron Cage 6-2 299 Jr. KO 95 Blake Haubeil 6-3 230 Sr. 
28 = Miyan Williams 5-8 227 Fr. 58 Ty Hamilton 6-3 278 Fr. 28 Dominic DiMaccio 5-8 192 Jr. 
or 22 Steele Chambers 6-1 220 R-Fr. DT 92 Haskell Garrett 6-2 299 Sr. Ls 42. Bradley Robinson 61 230 Sr. 
or 24 Marcus Crowley 6-1 205 So. 52 Antuwan Jackson 6-2 295 Gr. 32 Tuf Borland 61 234 Gr. 
WR 6 Jameson Williams 6-2 188 So. 6 Taron Vincent 6-2 295 So. 6 bre Chrisman 6-3 222 Sr. 
18 Kamryn Babb 6-0 197 So. or 90 Jaden McKenzie 6-2 290 R-Fr. 29 Zach Hoover 6-2 200 Gr. 
or 13 oe Scott Jr. 6-3 210 Fr. DE 11 ‘Tyreke ann 6-4 267 Jr. PR 5 Garrett Wilson 6-0 193 So. 
WR 2 Chris Olave 6-1 188 Jr. or 54 Tyler Friday 6-3 265 Jr. 11 Jaxon Smith-Njigba 6-0 196 Fr. 
4 Julian Fleming 6-2. 200 Fr. 97 Noah Potter 6-6 271 Fr. KOR 3. Demario McCall 5-9 195 Sr. 
WR 5 Garrett Wilson 6-0 193 So. LB 20 Pete Werner 6-3 242 Sr. 6 Jameson Williams 6-2 188 So. 
11. Jaxon Smith-Njigba 6-0 196 Fr. 3 Teradja Mitchell 6-2 240 Jr. 
TE 89 Luke Farrell 6-6 258 Sr. LB 32 Tuf Borland 6-1 232 Jr. 
88 Jeremy Ruckert 6-5 250 Jr. 19 Dallas Gant 6-3 232 Jr. 
81 Jake Hausmann 6-4 245 Sr. LB 47 Justin Hilliard 6-1 231 Gr. 
LT 75 Thayer Munford 6-6 315 Sr. or 5 Baron Browning 6-3 240 Gr. 
77 Dawand Jones 6-8 360 So. 36 K’Vaughan Pope 6-1 231 Jr. 
LG 76 Harry Miller 6-4 315 So. or 25 Craig Young 6-3 228 So. 
55 Matthew Jones 6-4 310 So. SAF 23 Marcus Hooker 5-11 200 So. 
fe} 71 Josh Myers 6-5 310 So. 41 Josh Proctor 6-2 202 Jr. 
53 Luke Wypler 6-3 295 Fr. 14 Ronnie Hickman 6-1 205 R-Fr. 
RG 52 Wyatt Davis 6-4 315 Jr. CB 7 Sevyn Banks 6-1 200 Jr. 
66 Enokk Vimahi 6-4 305 R-Fr. 13 Tyreke Johnson 6-1 195 So. 
or 61 Gavin Cupp 6-4 310 Gr. CB 24 Shaun Wade 6-1 195 Gr. 
RT 78 Nicholas Petit-Frere 6-5 310 So. 13. Tyreke Johnson 6-1 195 So. 
77 Paris Johnson Jr. 6-6 305 Fr. SAF 21 Marcus Williamson 5-10 186 Sr. 
17. Bryson Shaw 6-1 195 R-Fr. 
NO. NAME Pos. ‘lz Bryson Shaw SAF 42 Lloyd McFarquhar CB 73 Grant Toutant OL 
fo) Jonathon Cooper DE 7 Danny Vanatsky QB 42 Bradley Robinson LS 74 Max Wray OL 
1 Justin Fields QB 18 Kamryn Babb WR 43 Ryan Batsch SAF 75 Thayer Munford OT 
2 Chris Olave WR 18 JP Andrade QB 43 Robert Cope RB 76 Harry Miller OL 
2 Kourt Williams SAF 19 Dallas Gant LB 44 Ben Schmiesing LB Tap Paris Johnson Jr. OT 
3 Demario McCall RB 19 Jagger LaRoe QB 46 Cade Kacherski LB 78 Nicholas Petit-Frere OT 
3 Teradja Mitchell LB 20 Pete Werner LB 47 Justin Hilliard LB 79 Dawand Jones OL 
4 Lejond Cavazos CB 21 Marcus Williamson CB 49 Patrick Gurd TE 80 Corey Rau ie 
4 Julian Fleming WR 22 Steele Chambers RB 50 Nathan Brock OL 81 Jake Hausmann TE 
5 Garrett Wilson WR 23 Marcus Hooker SAF 51 Trayvon Wilburn LB 82 Sam Wiglusz WR 
IS} Baron Browning LB 24 Marcus Crowley RB Gy2 Wyatt Davis OL 83 Cormontae Hamilton DL 
6 Jameson Williams WR 24 Shaun Wade CB 52 Antwuan Jackson DT 84 Joe Royer WE 
6 Taron Vincent DT 25 Xavier Johnson RB 53 Luke Wypler OL 85 Austin Kutscher WR 
7 Sevyn Banks CB 26 Cameron Brown CB 54 Tyler Friday DE 86 Jerron Cage DT 
8 Javontae Jean-Baptiste DE 28 Dominic DiMaccio K 55 Matthew Jones OL 87 Ellijah Gardiner WR 
8 Trey Sermon RB 28 Miyan Williams RB 56 Aaron Cox DL 88 Jeremy Ruckert Wl 
g) Zach Harrison DE 29 Zach Hoover P 57 Zaid Hamdan DT 89 Luke Farrell TE 
9 Jack Miller III QB 29 Darryl Sinclair WR 58 Ty Hamilton DL 90 Jaden McKenzie DT 
10 Cameron Martinez DB 30 Kevin Dever SAF 59 Darrion Henry-Young DL 91 Drue Chrisman P 
‘lt Tyreke Smith DE 32 Tuf Borland LB 59 Zach Stevenson OL 92 Haskell Garrett DT 
N Jaxon Smith-Njigba WR 33 Master Teague III RB 60 Ryan Smith OL 93 Jacolbe Cowan DL 
12 Gunnar Hoak QB 33 Chris Booker DB 61 Gavin Cupp OL 94 Roen McCullough ES: 
12 Lathan Ransom SAF 34 Mitch Rossi ule 62 Chris Kuhn DL 95 Blake Haubeil K 
13 Gee Scott Jr. WR 34 Alec Taylor WR 64 Jack Jamieson OL 96 Michael O'Shaughnessy Pp 
13 Tyreke Johnson CB 35 Tommy Eichenberg LB 66 Enokk Vimahi OL 97 Noah Potter DE 
14 C.J. Stroud QB 36 K’Vaughan Pope LEB} 67 Jakob James OL 98 Jake Seibert K 
14 Ronnie Hickman SAF 37 Mitchell Melton LB 68 Ryan Jacoby OL 
15 Jaylen Harris WR 38 Marvin Davies WR 69 Trey Leroux OT 
15 Craig Young LB 38 Cameron Kittle DB 70 Josh Fryar OL 
16 Cade Stover TE 39 Cody Simon LB wl Josh Myers oc 
16 Ryan Watts CB 4 Josh Proctor SAF 72 Tommy Togiai DT 
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HARD ROCK STADIUM 


Hard Rock Stadium is a global entertainment destination that serves as home to 
the Capital One Orange Bowl, the Miami Dolphins, the Miami Open, University of 
Miami football, major concerts, international soccer and a host of world-class 
events, including the c0el College Football Playoff National Championship. 


he South Florida facility recently 
T completed a $755 million, 

multi-year renovation privately 
funded by Managing General Partner 
& Chairman of the Board Stephen 
Ross to transform the iconic venue 
into the best Miami has to offer in 
world-class fare, art, culture and 
an elevated guest experience. 

In its 32 years of operation 
as one of the nation’s premier 
venues, this multipurpose, open- 
air complex hosted its first football 
game in August 1987. It has been 
home to six Super Bowls and four 
BCS National Championships, and 
was the first stadium to host the 
NFL Pro Bowl after 30 years of 
the game being held in Hawaii. 

The 2021 Capital One Orange Bowl 
between the Texas A&M Aggies and 
the North Carolina Tarheels was the 
26th game hosted by the Orange Bowl 
at Hard Rock Stadium. The first Orange 
Bowl game played at the Stadium was 
December 31, 1996, and every game 


PIE Gree 
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The 2020 Super Bowl at Hard Rock Stadium was the last major football 
championship to be held prior to the pandemic. 


since (with the exception of the game 
on January 2, 1999) has been played 
at Hard Rock. The Capital One Orange 
Bowl will also host the 2021 and 2024 
College Football Playoff Semifinals. 

A true global entertainment 
destination, Hard Rock Stadium 
is fine-tuned to enhance the fan 


experience. Phase | of the renovation 
was completed for the 2015 season 
and changed every seat in the 
stadium, rebuilt the concourses 

on the 100 and 300 levels, moved 
seats 25 feet closer to the field 

on the north and south sidelines, 
introduced five new premium 
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HARD ROCK STADIUM 


spaces and allowed fans to enjoy 
improved food, enhanced concourses 
and 16 new restroom facilities. 

In 2016, Hard Rock Stadium 
installed a state-of-the-art canopy 
that keeps as many as 92 percent 
of the spectators in the shade and 
protected from the rain. In addition 
to the canopy, four giant high- 
definition video boards were added 
to enhance the fan experience. A total 
of 18 million LEDs showcase in-game 
action on the boards, positioned 
for easy viewing for all fans. 

Unveiled for the 2017 season 
were remodeled, modernized 
suites throughout the stadium, 
offering a more intimate club 
space on the 200 level with 
improved amenities and food. 

The facility was the first of its 
kind to be constructed entirely with 
private funds, costing $115 million 
when it was completed in 1987 
by the late Joe Robbie. When the 
initial Miami Dolphins NFL franchise 
owner led the financing campaign 
to build “Joe Robbie Stadium,” it 
revolutionized the economics of 
professional sports. Inclusion of a 
club level along with executive suites 
helped finance the construction of 
the venue. Season ticket holders 
committed to long-term agreements 
and in return they received first- 
class amenities in a state-of-the-art 
facility, which was used as model for 
new facilities across the country. 

Major League Baseball’s premier 
event, the World Series, was played 
at the stadium in 1997 and 2003 
following its first regular-season 
Major League Baseball game in 1993. 
The stadium also hosted the Florida 
high school class 3A, 4A, 5A and 6A 
state championship football games 
between 2005 and 2007, Monster Jam 
and a lacrosse competition, as well 
as various festivals and trade shows. 

Hard Rock Stadium has played 
host to a number of concerts, 
featuring entertainers such as Taylor 
Swift, Jay-Z and Beyoncé, the Eagles, 
Jimmy Buffet, Pink Floyd, Elton John 
and Billy Joel, the Rolling Stones, 
Chicago, Genesis, Gloria Estefan, 
Guns & Roses, The Who, Hall & 
Oates, Rod Stewart, Paul McCartney, 
New Kids on the Block, the Three 
Tenors, U2, ‘N Sync, The Police, the 
Black Eyed Peas and Madonna. 


2021 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 107 


108 


ENDS OF SOUTH FLORIDA 


Miami has been the site of many iconic sporting events and historical moments. 


Take a walk down memory lane with us. 
BY ROB SCICHILI 


17-O 


lth, A 


FEBRUARY 25, 1964 

The man who would become Muhammad Ali 
was a championship-less boxer named Cassius 
Clay. Sonny Liston was the reigning world 
heavyweight champion and considered one 

of the greatest fighters of all-time. So much so 
that it was hard to find any decent fighters who 
wanted to take him on in the ring. Then just 22 
years old, Clay stepped up to the challenge to 
take on Liston at the Miami Beach Convention 
Center. The media dismissed it as a mismatch, 
and then something funny happened: Clay won. 


SEPTEMBER 1972 - JANUARY 1973 

In only its seventh season as an NFL franchise, 
the Miami Dolphins ran the table with a 14-0 
record in the regular season and three wins in 
the playoffs capped by a Super Bowl VII victory 
against Washington. The Dolphins finished 
the year 17-0, becoming the only team in NFL 
history to go unblemished. Starting QB Bob 
Griese broke his ankle in week five but Earl 
Morrall took the reins and didn’t miss a beat. 
Larry Csonka and Mercury Morris became the 
first teammates to each rush for 1,000 in a 
season, while Paul Warfield averaged over 20 
yards per catch on 29 receptions. 
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DECEMBER 8, 1980 

Howard Cosell viewed himself as a serious 
journalist, even higher than his role as a sports 
reporter and play-by-play man for Monday Night 
Football. While on the air from Miami ina tie- 
game between the Dolphins and New England 
Patriots, Cosell broke the news to millions of 
Americans that former Beatle John Lennon 

had been tragically shot in New York. Cosell 
was reluctant to share the news, but fellow 


broadcaster Frank Gifford convinced him to do it. 


As the Patriots prepared for a game-winning 
field goal, Gifford said, “I don’t care what's on 
the line. Howard, you have got to say what we 
know in the booth.” 

In his classic, news-bulletin style, Cosell 
reported, “Yes, we have got to say it. Remember, 
this is just a football game, no matter who wins or 
loses. An unspeakable tragedy confirmed to us by 
ABC News in New York City. John Lennon, outside 
of his apartment building on the West Sid e of 
New York City, the most famous, perhaps, of all 
of the Beatles, shot twice in the back, rushed to 
Roosevelt Hospital. Dead on arrival. Hard to go 
back to the game after that news flash, which in 
duty bound we had to tell you. Frank?” 

“Indeed it is,” Gifford said. 


JANUARY 1, 1984 

The Miami Hurricanes’ first national 
championship in college football wasn’t 
supposed to happen — and then it happened 
in the most perfect way possible. The 1983 
Hurricanes, then ranked fifth, were set to play 
the top-ranked Nebraska Cornhuskers in their 
home stadium at the Orange Bowl. The Canes 
woke up that morning not expecting to end 
the day as the national champions, but both 
the fourth- and second-ranked teams both 
lost their bowl games the same day before 
the Hurricanes held off the Cornhuskers to 
secure a one-point victory and the first of five 
national championships in front of a Miami 
home crowd. 


NOVEMBER 23, 1984 

Even without the miracle ending, the 1984 
game between Boston College and Miami 
would have been memorable. Both teams 
combined for more than 1,000 yards and the 
game was tied, 31-31, at the end of the third 
quarter. The Hurricanes took a 45-41 lead with 
28 seconds remaining. But then came the 
final play, with Boston College quarterback 
Doug Flutie letting a Hail Mary fly, connecting 


with Gerard Phelan to seal a 47-45 victory 
over the defending national champions. Flutie 
finished with 472 yards on 34 completions on 
his way to winning the 1984 Heisman Trophy. 
The contest was ranked fourth on ESPN’s 150 
greatest college games. 


1970-1995 

Don Shula is the winningest head coach in 

NFL history with 347. He earned most of those 
victories — 274 — with the Miami Dolphins. 
Shula only had two seasons with a losing record 
over 26 seasons in Miami, taking the team to five 
Super Bowls and winning consecutive titles in 
1972 and 1973. Under Shula, the 1972 Dolphins 
remains the only perfect team in NFL history, 
having gone 17-0. Shula was inducted into the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1997. 


JUNE 8, 1996 

Only in their third NHL season, the Florida 
Panthers won the Eastern Conference and 
hosted the first Stanley Cup Finals game in the 
state of Florida at Miami Arena. Though they 
would eventually be swept by the Colorado 
Avalanche, the upstart Panthers earned the 
respect of the rest of the league. 
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OCTOBER 22, 2003 

Alex Gonzalez hit a walk-off home run for the 
Florida Marlins in Game Four of the 2003 World 
Series over the Yankees. New York's Ruben 
Sierra tied the game at 3 in the top of the ninth 
with a two-out triple. The game reached the 
12th inning when Gonzalez led off with a line 
drive that just cleared the fence in left field 

for the 4-3 win. Prior to that home run, he had 
been 5-for-53 in the 2003 postseason. The 
Marlins went on to win their second World 
Series in seven years. 


JUNE 18, 2013 

The Miami Heat had already won two titles — 
their first in 2006 and second in 2012. However, 
no NBA Finals turned in a span of four seconds 
like Game 6 of the 2013 series between the Heat 
and the San Antonio Spurs. Miami was down 

by three points in the waning seconds and the 
shot clock was turned off. LeBron James missed 
a three-pointer and Chris Bosh outjumped 

two Spurs to grab the rebound. Bosh found 

Ray Allen, who backpedaled to the corner and 
drained a three to tie the game. Miami went 

on to win that game and Game Seven for its 
second-straight championship. 


11 SUPER BOWLS 

Miami has hosted the Super Bowl 11 times — 
more than any other city. All have been 
memorable in their own way — from Vince 
Lombardi coaching his last game in Super 
Bowl II to the Chiefs’ incredible Super Bowl 

LIV comeback in February 2020. Joe Namath 
guaranteed his Jets a victory over the Colts 

in Super Bowl Ill. The Cowboys and Steelers 
battled it out in both Super Bowls X and XIII. Joe 
Montana’s clinical last-minute TD drive for San 
Francisco in Super Bowl XXIII, and Steve Young 
led the 49ers to his lone championship in Super 
Bowl XXIX. John Elway won his second ring with 
the Broncos in Super Bowl XXIII, while Peyton 
Manning got his first for the Colts in Super 
Bowl XLI. And Drew Brees helped New Orleans 
capture its only title in Super Bowl XLIV. 


21 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The 2021 College Football Playoff National 
Championship will be the 21st college football 
national championship decided in Miami 

and first in the CFP era. The last national title 
decided at Hard Rock Stadium was in 2013, 
when Alabama downed Notre Dame in the 
BCS National Championship. 
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Plan your championship experience at IndyFootball2022.com 
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DR PEPPER FANSVILLE 
HOMEGATING KIT 


SCAN PLAY ENTER 
Oo} 


VISIT DRPEPPER.COM TO LEARN MORE 


NO PUR. NEC. Must be US legal res. 18+. Go to https://wbar.blipper.com/drpepper for details. Sub. to full Off. Rules. 
DR PEPPER is a registered trademark of Dr Pepper/Seven Up, Inc. ©2020 Dr Pepper/Seven Up, Inc. DP-854867 
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THE CHICK-FIL-A PEACH BOWL CONGRATULATES 
BOTH TEAMS ON A SUCCESSFUL SEASON. 
GOOD LUCK TONIGHT. 


WHILE THIS SEASON HAS HAD ITS CHALLENGES, 


THE TRADITION OF 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


CONTINUES. 


CONGRATULATIONS TO THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 
ON A SUCCESSFUL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME. 


CHEERS [0 THE NEW YEAR! 
a ai 


-» PLAYOFF 
- SEMIFINAL 


SOO 
Soo 
9G FP8-GO8 


@ Cag 
P2090 POSS 
rer | 


an tet 


. : TO THE TEAMS PLAYING IN TONIGHT’S 
___, COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


4 


TSP y 
ji 


sy, =~ 


; FBP o 
Phe: 


‘ 3 wee 
a’ - 
le ® 
Seeo 
& #382aa_ 


S 
yy 


Wy 


)) 


— 
“Allstate 


January 1, 2022 | New Orleans |. AllstateSugarBowl.org 


ee 
a6) ae 
> oh a & 
am , : ican oe : : 
ier.” : ere 9 
i A > sy — . ie 
i tess — 
; 3 a 
: = 
% & ee ; 
hs asm Ss 
was | te eee 
N ‘+ MS fers 
ee i | NN 
: \ M)\ee 
Tyan 


~ Page’ Bin aa | 


~ The International Union of Operating Engineers trains 
and represents over 400,000 highly skilled construction 
ait maintenance professionals across North America. 


INTERNATIONAL UNION OF 
perating Engineers 
SKILLED. SAFE. PROFESSIONAL. 


www.iuoe.org 


CapitalOne 


Alabama’s Najee Harris 
hurdles Notre Dame’s 
Nick McCloud on his way 
to a125-yard day anda 
Crimson Tide win in the 
CFP Semifinal at the Rose 
Bowl Game presented by 
Capital One. 


Ohio State’s Justin Fields 
threw six touchdowns, 

the second-most thrown 

in a CFP Semifinal and an 
Allstate Sugar Bowl record, 
to lead the Buckeyes to 
639 yards of offense vs. 
Clemson. 


FUTURE ® FOOTBALL 


AN INITIATIVE OF THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL FOUNDATION 


WWW.FUTUREFORFOOTBALL.COM 


| VETS 
Ad * 


jam 


Through weekly physical fitness and peer-to-peer support sessions, MVP provides 
the foundation for vets and players to be empowered and live their best lives. 


STRENGTH 
RECOVERY, FROM THE INSIDE OUT. 
MVP offers weekly MMA/boxing and circuit 
training workouts that combine strength 
training with team and individual drills that 
push their physical limits. Modified workouts 
available for those with physical challenges. 


Each MVP meeting also focuses’ on 
strengthening the mind, heart and _ soul. 
Through open dialogue and a post-workout 
group chat, participants are able to openly 
share their struggles and accomplishments. 


SUPPORT 
GROWING TOGETHER 
MVP members share with each other the most 
impactful and troubling effects of their past 
careers and current life changes, allowing for 
unbreakable bonds to be created. 


This brings out a variety of emotions, not only 
from those liberating themselves, but from 
those who listen, understand, and can relate to 
the struggles. Members learn to have faith in 
achieving all their goals, rediscover themselves, 
and begin to trust others in their lives. 


MVP Chapters with locations and times can be found online via our website. To participate, 
potential members MUST sign up online on our website. For clarity on program eligibility 


visit: 


Merging Vets + Players empowers combat veterans and former professional athletes by connecting 
them after the uniform comes off; providing them with a new team to assist with transition, promote 
personal development, and show them they are never alone. 
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DIRECTORY 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


BILL HANCOCK 


Bill Hancock has achieved a unique trifecta at the 
highest echelon of intercollegiate athletics. 


He was the first full-time director of the NCAA 
Final Four, the first executive director of the Bowl 
Championship Series (BCS) and the first executive 
director of the College Football Playoff. 

Using experiences gained during his remarkable 
five-decade career Hancock led the conference 
commissioners and university presidents in creating the 
playoff. Then he directed a talented staff in launching 
the event from scratch. The playoff is a phenomenal 
success; in its first year, it was named Sports Event of 
the Year by SportsBusiness Journal. His five-decade 
career began in 1971 when he became assistant sports 
information director at the University of Oklahoma. 

He spent 16 years with the NCAA Division | Men’s 
Basketball Championship, 13 years as its director. 

In 2005, he was appointed administrator of the 
BCS. He became executive director in 2009 and 
was named to the same role for the playoff when 
it was created in 2012. Hancock has served on 
the United States Olympic Committee staff at 13 
Olympic Games and two Pan American Games. 

He has been inducted into the halls of fame of 
the state of Oklahoma, College Sports Information 
Directors and the All College Basketball Classic. A former newspaper 
editor, Bill has written two books. His memoir about the cross-country 
bicycle journey he undertook in the aftermath of his son’s death, 
Riding With the Blue Moth, was among the top sports books after 
its release in October, 2005. It was re-issued in 2015. His second 
book, This One Day in Hobart, is a history of his home town. He is 
married to his high school sweetheart, the former Nicki Perry. 

The gymnasium in Hobart, Oklahoma, is named the “Hancock 
Event Center” in honor of Bill and his brother, Joe. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALLL PLAYOFF STAFF DIRECTORY 


Chief Operating Chief Financial Director of Director of 
Officer Officer Team Operations Ticket Operations 


Assistant Director of Senior Director of Assistant Director of Director of Events and 
Communications Communications and Business and Hospitality Services 
Branding Ticket Operations 


Controller Director of Administration Assistant Director, Marketing Director of 
and Technology and Strategic Partnerships Public Events 


: ’ 
7 
_ 
Patron Experience Director of Stadium and Team Operations Senior Director, Marketing 
Coordinator Game Operations Coordinator and Strategic Partnerships 


Executive Director Partnerships Manager Program Administrator 
CFP Foundation CFP Foundation CFP Foundation 
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Wish Kid 
Addison 


Every child deserves a childhood. By helping to grant a 


wish, you can make the stars align and be a light of hope for a child 


* 
fighting a critical illness in your community today. Make GwWish. 


iPJUST MEANS MORE. 


SECsports.com #ltJustMeansMore 
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my ESPN TALENT: TV/RADIO 


CHRIS FOWLER @CBFOWLER Z 


Chris Fowler, who has progressed at ESPN over a quarter-century to be one of the most 
respected hosts and play-by-play commentators in television, appears on many of ESPN’s marquee 
properties, primarily in college football and Grand Slam tennis. He became the play-by-play for the 
ABC Saturday Night Football booth in 2014, and currently works alongside analyst Kirk Herbstreit and 
reporter Maria Taylor. Fowler and Herbstreit ushered in the new era in college football, teaming up to 
work a College Football Playoff Semifinal game and the College Football National Championship. He 
served as the host for College GameDay, the network’s Emmy-winning Saturday morning college football preview show, 
1990 - 2014. It won the Sports Emmy for Best Weekly Studio Show in 2008, 2010, 2011, 2013 and 2014. 

He also has hosted ESPN’s Heisman Trophy Presentation since the network began its coverage of the event in 1994 
and ESPN's The Home Depot College Football Awards show from its inception in 1993 to 2013. In addition, he was 
the play-by-play voice of ESPN’s Thursday night college football games from 2006-2009 after previously serving as a 
sideline reporter, beginning in 1988. 


KIRK HERBSTREIT @KIRKHERBSTREIT ; 


Widely recognized as one of the best college football minds of his generation, Kirk Herbstreit has 
served as an analyst for ESPN’s eight-time Sports Emmy Award-winning College GameDay Built by 
The Home Depot remote college football studio show since August 1996, when he joined then-host 
Chris Fowler and co-analyst Lee Corso. For his efforts there, he has earned seven nominations and 
three Sports Emmy Awards for Best Studio Analyst (2010, 2011, 2019). Herbstreit is the game analyst 
for ABC Saturday Night Football, broadcast television’s first weekly prime-time college football game, 
since the series debut in 2006. In 2018, Herbstreit earned a Sports Emmy for Outstanding Event Analyst. He currently shares 
the booth with play-by-play commentator Chris Fowler and reporter Maria Taylor. Previously, Herbstreit called eight Rose 
Bowl Games and seven BCS National Championships alongside legendary play-by-play announcer Brent Musburger. Fowler 
and Herbstreit ushered in the new era in college football, teaming up to work a College Football Playoff Semifinal game and 
the College Football National Championship. 

He earned a degree in business administration in 1993 from the Ohio State University, where he was a four-year letterman 
with the Buckeyes as a quarterback (1989-92). During his senior season in 1992, he served as a starter and team captain, and 
was recognized as team MVP and most motivational player. He was former Ohio State coach John Cooper’s first signee. 

Herbstreit is a Centerville, Ohio native. His father, Jim, a former player and captain at Ohio State (1958-60) went on to 
serve as an assistant coach (1960-61 — national champs in 1961) under the legendary Woody Hayes and also coached with 
Bo Schembechler at Miami (Ohio). Jim and Kirk are one of only two father-son tandems to each serve as captain of their 
Ohio State teams in the history of the program. 


MARIA TAYLOR @MARIATAYLOR 


Maria Taylor joined ESPN as a college analyst & reporter in 2014. One of the network’s most 
versatile commentators, Taylor was named a reporter for College GameDay Built by The Home Depot 
and ABC Saturday Night Football in 2017. She had previously served as the host of SEC Network’s 
traveling pregame show SEC Nation, alongside analysts Tim Tebow, Marcus Spears and Paul 
Finebaum. Taylor’s versatility is showcased on a variety of ESPN’s shows and platforms, as she hosts 
NBA Countdown, College Football Live, Big Monday and NCAA Women’s Final Four studio coverage 
and serves as a regular contributor on Get Up, as well as ESPN’s NBA Draft coverage. 

Prior to her role on SEC Nation, she served as a college football reporter on SEC Network with commentator Brent 
Musburger and analyst Jesse Palmer. Taylor was a reporter and host for IMG College at the University of Georgia for three 
years. She also appeared on various studio shows including Dawg Report, SEC Men’s Basketball Tonight, and SportsNite. 

Taylor attended the University of Georgia, where she played volleyball and basketball for the Bulldogs. She was named 
to the All-SEC volleyball team three times and was also a member of the USA A2 National Volleyball team. She graduated 
from Georgia in 2009 with a degree in broadcast news. She returned to the University to pursue her Master of Business 
Administration, which she completed in May of 2013. She is a native of Alpharetta, Ga. 


HOLLY ROWE @SPORTSIREN 


Holly Rowe celebrates more than 20 years as one of ESPN’s most versatile commentators. 
Covering a wide variety of sports for ESPN, Rowe joined the network full-time in August 1998 after 
appearing on select ESPN telecasts in 1997 and ABC Sports in 1995-96. Rowe is one of the lead 
reporters on ESPN Saturday Night Prime College Football, Big Monday men’s college basketball, 
Women’s Final Four, Women’s College World Series, NCAA Indoor and Beach Volleyball national 
championships and the WNBA. (Continued on the next page) 


ESPN TALENT: TV/RADIO 


Rowe has also provided play-by-play commentary for women’s college basketball, softball, volleyball and 
gymnastics. In addition, Rowe has covered soccer, swimming, track & field and the Little League World Series of 
baseball and softball for ESPN. Rowe has also provided play-by-play for women’s college basketball and women’s 
college volleyball for Fox Sports from 1993-2003. 

Rowe has worked as a sports reporter and anchor for outlets in Salt Lake City including KSL Radio, Fox 13 TV, KBYU 
TV, BYU Sports Network and KFNZ Radio. Emmy-nominated Rowe is a producer and writer of documentaries and 
features that have aired on KBYU TV, ESPN and FOX 13 TV in Salt Lake City. 

She graduated from the University of Utah with a broadcast journalism degree. While at Utah, Rowe was a 
sportswriter for the Daily Utah Chronicle and the Davis County Clipper, and anchored the campus TV station news. 

Currently in treatment for Stage |V Metastatic Melanoma, Rowe has become tireless advocate for cancer research 
and prevention. 


SEAN McDONOUGH @ESPNCFB ; 


Sean McDonough is one of sports television’s most versatile broadcasters. He is a leading play- 
by-play commentator for ESPN college football and basketball games in addition to calling the 
annual Par 3 Contest at The Masters. McDonough returned to ESPN’s college football broadcast team 
in 2018, where he calls a premier game each week, as well as one of the College Football Playoff 
Semifinals, and the National Championship on ESPN Radio. McDonough has been with ESPN since 
1989 - with the exception of 1996-99, when he worked exclusively for CBS. 

Previously the voice of Monday Night Football (2016-17), McDonough has covered the World Series, NCAA Final Four, 
the Olympic Games and all four major golf championships, among other marquee events during his accomplished career. 

McDonough was the television play-by-play announcer for the Boston Red Sox from 1988-2004, during which time he 
was honored four times with the New England Sports Emmy Award for Outstanding Play-by-Play. He spent 10 years at CBS 
Sports and was the lead college football play-by-play announcer from 1997-99. During his decade at CBS, McDonough 
provided commentary for a diverse array of sporting broadcasts, including men’s and women’s college basketball, NFL, 
The Masters and PGA Championship, and US Open Tennis. 

A native of Boston, McDonough graduated cum laude from Syracuse University in 1984. In 2014, McDonough was 
named to the Hall of Fame for WAER, Syracuse University’s noncommercial radio station where he began his sports 
broadcasting career as a student. The Sports Media Center at Syracuse’s S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communications 
also honored McDonough in July 2016 with the Marty Glickman Award. Presented annually to a Newhouse alum, “The 
Marty” recognizes excellence in the field of sports media. Earlier this year, he received the George Arents Award - the 
University’s highest honor - as one of Syracuse’s most accomplished and talented alumni. 

In 2012, McDonough was diagnosed with Superior Canal Dehiscence Syndrome (SCDS), a rare condition that required 
surgery to repair a hole in the bone near his left ear. After a successful procedure and recovery, McDonough continues to 
raise awareness for SCDS. 


TODD BLACKLEDGE @TODD_BLACKLEDGE 5 


Todd Blackledge, who returned to ESPN in 2006 after nearly a decade at CBS, is an analyst for many 
of the network’s college football events, including College Football Primetime. He also is a regular 
contributor to College GameDay, SportsCenter and ESPN Radio. Blackledge began his broadcast career 
as a sports-talk radio host in Ohio, while also doing analysis for the Indianapolis Colts’ preseason, the 
Big East Network and for ESPN. He also worked on the Emmy Award-winning Penn State Football Story. 

As the standout quarterback at Penn State, Blackledge started for the Nittany Lions from 1981 to 
1983, going 31-5 through three seasons. After leading Penn State to the national championship in 1982, Blackledge won the 
Davey O’Brien Award as the nation’s most outstanding quarterback, and he finished sixth in the Heisman Trophy voting. His 
passer rating was 10th among the nation’s quarterbacks that season. 

In the 1983 NFL Draft, Kansas City selected Blackledge seventh overall. He played for the Chiefs for five seasons before 
joining the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1988. He retired in 1989. 

Blackledge was one of seven former NCAA student-athletes selected to receive the 2008 Silver Anniversary Award, 
which recognizes former student-athletes who completed successful collegiate careers and have gone on to excel in their 
chosen professions. That same year, along with seven other former NFL players, Blackledge visited U.S. troops in the Middle 
East, where he coached in the USO’s flag football tournament, Operation Gridiron: Huddle with the Troops. 

In 2009, he was awarded Penn State’s Distinguished Alumni Award. He is a member of Penn State’s Board of Visitors for 
Penn State’s Center for Sports Journalism. 

Blackledge received a Bachelor of Arts degree in speech communication from Penn State in 1983, graduating Phi Beta 
Kappa. A first-team Academic All-American, he also earned the Eric Walker Award that year from Penn State, given annually 
to the senior believed to have most “enhanced the esteem and recognition of the University.” 

Blackledge lives in Canton, Ohio. In the offseason, he coaches high school basketball. 


136 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 
ommeeetbELSMAN WINNER APPEARANCES 


Entering the e020-c1 
postseason, five of the 
last six Heisman Trophy 
winners have played 

in the College Football 
Playoff. 


The Heisman Trophy is 
about excellence, so 
there’s no surprise that 
the student-athletes who 
have demonstrated to 

be the most outstanding 
player in college football 
for their respective season 
have played a role in the 
competition to win the 
CFP National Championship. 


OKL 


GOONERS 


BAKER 
MAYFIELD 


Mayfield gave his best in 
Oklahoma’s 2018 appearance 

in the Playoff Semifinal at the 
Rose Bowl Game. Though 

his Sooners fell just short in 

an overtime loss to Georgia, 
Mayfield’s 41 passing attempts 
(26-of-41, 311 yards, 2 TD) rank 
ird in Playoff Semifinal games. 


2021 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


MARCUS 
MARIOTA 


Mariota led the Oregon 

Ducks to a College Football 
Playoff semifinal victory over 
Florida State and a berth in 
the inaugural CFP National 
Championship, coming up just 
short vs. Ohio State. Still, his 
671 total yards passing in the 


KYLER 
MURRAY 


Murray ran for 109 yards and 
one touchdown vs. Alabama 


in the 2018 Playoff Semifinal at 


the Capital One Orange Bowl. 
His 109 rushing yards still 
rank as the second-most by a 
quarterback in a CFP Playoff 
Semifinals game. Murray also 
completed 19 passes on 37 


DERRICK 
HENRY 


Henry ran for 158 yards 
on 38 attempts with three 
touchdowns, helping Alabama 
to its first CFP title over Clemson 
in 2016. Henry’s 158 yards for 
the Tide rank as the second- 
highest rushing output in a CFP 
National Championship, while 
his 33 rushin ) yards over the 


JOE 
BURROW 


Burrow's 463 passing yards and 
eight consecutive completions 
in LSU’s national championship 
victory over Clemson top the 
title game record list, and his 60 
completions between that game 
and the Playoff Semifinal at the 
Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl are the 
most ever. In addition, he set 


PLAY 


HAS NO 
LIMITS. 
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Each year student-athletes, coaches and staff of the team that wins the 
CFP National Championship receive a national championship ring. 


The rings, crafted by Jostens, are designed with input from the school that wins the title. The face 
of the ring says “National” on top and “Champions” on the bottom, surrounding a golden CFP 
football logo. The words “College Football Playoff” frame the outside of the centerpiece. Each 
side is customized by the champs, always including the score of the title game. 
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CFP NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


INDIVIDUAL RECORDS 
RUSHING 


MOST RUSHING ATTEMPTS 
36, DERRICK HENRY, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (158 yards, 3 TD) 
36, EZEKIEL ELLIOTT, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (246 yards, 4 TD) 


MOST RUSHING YARDS IN A HALF 
148, EZEKIEL ELLIOTT, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (25 attempts, second half) 
128, DERRICK HENRY, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (20 attempts, first half) 


MOST RUSHING YARDS BY A QUARTERBACK 
73, DESHAUN WATSON, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (20 attempts) 
63, JALEN HURTS, Alabama vs. Clemson, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (10 attempts) 


MOST NET RUSHING YARDS 
246, EZEKIEL ELLIOTT, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (36 attempts, 4 TD) 
158, DERRICK HENRY, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (36 attempts, 3 TD) 


PASSING 


MOST PASSING ATTEMPTS 
56, DESHAUN WATSON, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (36-56-0, 420 yards, 3 TD) 
49, JOE BURROW, LSU vs. Clemson, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (31-49-0, 463 yards, 5 TD) 


MOST PASSING YARDS IN A HALF 
291, JAKE COKER, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (7-12-0, 2 TD, second half) 
279, DESHAUN WATSON, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (23-33-0, 3 TD, second half) 


MOST COMPLETIONS 
36, DESHAUN WATSON, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (36-56-0, 420 yards, 3 TD) 
31, JOE BURROW, LSU vs. Clemson, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (31-49-0, 463 yards, 5 TD) 


MOST NET PASSING YARDS 
463, JOE BURROW, LSU vs. Clemson, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (31-49-0, 5 TD) 
420, DESHAUN WATSON, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (36-56-0, 3 TD) 


RECEIVING 


MOST RECEPTIONS 

10, HUNTER RENFROW, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (92 yards, 2 TD) 

9, JA’MARR CHASE, LSU vs. Clemson, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (221 yards, 2 TD) 

9, JUSTIN JEFFERSON, LSU vs. Clemson, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (106 yards, 0 TD) 


MOST YARDS RECEIVING 
221, JA'MARR CHASE, LSU vs. Clemson, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (9 receptions, 2 TD) 
208, O.J. HOWARD, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (5 receptions, 2 TD) 


MOST RECEIVING YARDS IN A HALF 
183, O.J. HOWARD, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (4 receptions, second half) 
162, JA’MARR CHASE, LSU vs. Clemson, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (6 receptions, first half) 


TOTAL OFFENSE 


MOST TOTAL YARDS 
521, JOE BURROW, LSU vs. Clemson, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (58 yards rushing, 463 yards passing) 
478, DESHAUN WATSON, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (73 yards rushing, 405 yards passing) 


SCORING & LONGEST PLAYS 


MOST POINTS SCORED 

24, EZEKIEL ELLIOTT, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (4 rush TD) 

18, DERRICK HENRY, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (3 rush TD) 

18, TRAVIS ETIENNE, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 (2 rush TD, 1 rec. TD) 


MOST POINTS RESPONSIBLE FOR 

36, JOE BURROW, LSU vs. Clemson, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (5 pass, 1 rush) 
24, DESHAUN WATSON, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (3 pass, 1 rush) 
24, DESHAUN WATSON, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (4 pass TD) 
24, EZEKIEL ELLIOTT, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (4 rush TD) 


MOST POINTS BY KICKER 
11, RODRIGO BLANKENSHIP, Georgia vs. Alabama, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (2 PAT, 3 FG) 
10, GREG HUEGEL, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (4 PAT, 2 FG) 


LONGEST PLAY 
80, MECOLE HARDMAN, Georgia vs. Alabama, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (Rec. TD) 
74, JUSTYN ROSS, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 (Rec. TD) 


LONGEST RUSHING TOUCHDOWN 
50, DERRICK HENRY, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 
37, BO SCARBROUGH, Alabama vs. Clemson, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 


LONGEST PASS 
80, JAKE FROMM, Georgia vs. Alabama, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (TD) 
74, TREVOR LAWRENCE, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 (TD) 


2021 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


Joe Burrow set 
ecord for net 

ng yards in the 
(0 CFP National 


LONGEST PASSING TOUCHDOWN 
80, JAKE FROMM, Georgia vs. Alabama, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 
74, TREVOR LAWRENCE, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 


LONGEST FIELD GOAL 
52, B.T. POTTER, Clemson vs. LSU, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 
51, RODRIGO BLANKENSHIP, Georgia vs. Alabama, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 


LONGEST PUNT 

58, WILL SPIERS, Clemson vs. LSU, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 
57, ANDY TEASDALL, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 
57, J.K. SCOTT, Alabama vs. Clemson, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 


LONGEST PUNT RETURN 
19, MECOLE HARDMAN, Georgia vs. Alabama, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 
17, JALIN MARSHALL, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 


LONGEST KICKOFF RETURN 
95, KENYAN DRAKE, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (TD) 
43, ARTAVIS SCOTT, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 


LONGEST INTERCEPTION RETURN 
46, TRAYVON MULLEN, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 
44, A.J. TERRELL, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 (TD) 


RETURNS 


MOST PUNT RETURNS 
5, TREVON DIGGS, Alabama vs. Georgia, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (38 yards) 
3, JALIN MARSHALL, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (32 yards) 


MOST PUNT RETURN YARDAGE 
38, TREVON DIGGS, Alabama vs. Georgia, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (5 attempts) 
34, MECOLE HARDMAN, Georgia vs. Alabama, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (2 attempts) 


MOST KICKOFF RETURNS 
5, KENYAN DRAKE, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (196 yards) 
4, CHARLES NELSON, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (52 yards) 


MOST KICKOFF RETURN YARDAGE 
196, KENYAN DRAKE, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (5 attempts) 
77, ARTAVIS SCOTT, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (3 attempts) 


DEFENSE 


TOTAL TACKLES 

13, ROQUAN SMITH, Georgia vs. Alabama, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (9 solo, 4 assist) 
12, WILSON MACK, Alabama vs. Georgia, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (7 solo, 5 assist) 
12, REUBEN FOSTER, Alabama vs. Clemson, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (6 solo, 6 assist) 


QUARTERBACK SACKS 

3, KEVIN DODD, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

2, RASHAAN EVANS, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 
2, SHAQ LAWSON, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 


INTERCEPTIONS MADE 
1, held by eight different players 
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CFP NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


meet ECORDS 


TEAM RECORDS 


OFFENSE 


MOST RUSHING ATTEMPTS 
61, OHIO STATE vs. OREGON, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (296 yards) 
46, ALABAMA vs. CLEMSON, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (138 yards) 


MOST NET RUSHING YARDS 
296, OHIO STATE vs. OREGON, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (61 attempts) 
221, ALABAMA vs. CLEMSON, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (34 attempts) 


MOST PASSING ATTEMPTS 
57, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (36-57-0, 420 yards) 
49, LSU vs. CLEMSON, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (31-49-0, 463 yards) 


MOST COMPLETIONS 
36, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (35-57-0, 420 yards) 
31, LSU vs. CLEMSON, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (31-49-0, 463 yards) 


MOST NET PASSING YARDS 
463, LSU vs. CLEMSON, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (31-49-0) 
420, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (36-57-0) 


HIGHEST COMPLETION PERCENTAGE 
-695, OHIO STATE vs. OREGON, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (16-23-1) 
-640, ALABAMA vs. CLEMSON, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (16-25-0) 


MOST PLAYS 
99, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 
85, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 


MOST TOTAL YARDS 
628, LSU vs. CLEMSON, NEW ORLEANS, Jan. 13, 2020 (165 rush, 463 pass) 
550, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (145 rush, 405 pass) 


MOST YARDS PER PLAY 
7.8, LSU vs. CLEMSON, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (81-628 yards) 
7.7, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 (63-482 yards) 


MOST POINTS 
45, ALABAMA vs. CLEMSON, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 
44, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 


MOST TOUCHDOWNS 

6, LSU vs. CLEMSON, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (5 pass, 1 rush) 

6, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 (3 pass, 2 rush, 1 interception return) 
6, ALABAMA vs. CLEMSON, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (2 pass, 3 rush, 1 kickoff return) 

6, OHIO STATE vs. OREGON, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (1 pass, 5 rush) 


MOST POINTS SCORED IN FIRST HALF 
31, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 
28, LSU vs. CLEMSON, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 


MOST POINTS SCORED IN SECOND HALF 
31, ALABAMA vs. CLEMSON, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 
28, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 


MOST POINTS SCORED IN ANY QUARTER 

24, ALABAMA vs. CLEMSON, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (4th quarter) 
21, LSU vs. CLEMSON, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (2nd quarter) 
21, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (4th quarter) 


MOST YARDS SCORING DRIVE (TOUCHDOWN) 
97, OHIO STATE vs. OREGON, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (10 plays) 
96, CLEMSON vs. LSU, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (4 plays) 
95, LSU vs. CLEMSON, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (11 plays) 


MOST FIRST DOWNS 
31, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 
31, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 


FUMBLES / PENALTIES 


MOST FUMBLES 
3, ALABAMA vs. CLEMSON, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 
3, OHIO STATE vs. OREGON, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 


MOST PENALTIES 
11, LSU vs. CLEMSON, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (11-118 yards) 
10, OREGON vs. OHIO STATE, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (10-76 yards) 


MOST PENALTY YARDS 
118, LSU vs. CLEMSON, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (11 penalties) 
82, ALABAMA vs. CLEMSON, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (9 penalties) 


2021 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


O CFP National 
pionship, setting 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


MOST PUNTS 

11, ALABAMA vs. CLEMSON, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (11-483, 43.9 average) 
9, CLEMSON vs. LSU, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (9-355, 39.4 average) 
9, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (9-345, 38.3 average) 


HIGHEST PUNTING AVERAGE (MIN. 2 PUNTS) 
50.0, ALABAMA vs. CLEMSON, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 (2-100 yards) 
47.5, ALABAMA vs. GEORGIA, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (6-285 yards) 


MOST PUNT RETURN YARDS 
38, ALABAMA vs. GEORGIA, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (5 attempts) 
34, GEORGIA vs. ALABAMA, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (2 attempts) 


MOST KICKOFF RETURN YARDS 
196, ALABAMA vs. CLEMSON, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (5-196, 39.2 average) 
130, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (6-130, 21.7 average) 


HIGHEST KICKOFF RETURN AVERAGE (MIN. 2 RETURNS) 
39.2, ALABAMA vs. CLEMSON, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (5-196 yards) 
22.7, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (3-68 yards) 


DEFENSE 


TEAM QUARTERBACK SACKS 

5, CLEMSON vs. LSU, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 (26 yards) 
5, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (31 yards) 
4, ALABAMA vs. GEORGIA, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (33 yards) 
4, ALABAMA vs. CLEMSON, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (25 yards) 


FUMBLES RECOVERED 
3, OREGON vs. OHIO STATE, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (O yards) 
2, ALABAMA vs. CLEMSON, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (14 yards) 


FUMBLES FORCED 
3, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 
2, OREGON vs. OHIO STATE, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 


INTERCEPTIONS MADE-TEAM 
2, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 
2, ALABAMA vs. GEORGIA, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 


PASSES BROKEN UP 

7, ALABAMA vs. CLEMSON, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 
5, CLEMSON vs. LSU, New Orleans, Jan. 13, 2020 
5, CLEMSON vs. ALABAMA, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 
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CFP NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


RECORDS 


MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS 


85,689 Ohio State 42, Oregon 20 
77,430 Alabama 26, Georgia 23 (OT) 
76,885 LSU 42, Clemson 25 

75,765 Alabama 45, Clemson 40 
74,814 Clemson 44, Alabama 16 


4:08 Clemson vs. Alabama 
3:56 LSU vs. Clemson 

3:50 Alabama vs. Georgia (OT) 
3:45 Alabama vs. Clemson 
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Alabama and Clemson > 


are tied for most 
College Football 
Playoff games (9) and 
wins (6). 
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